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First Sunday in Advent

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary
Lutheran High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are blue. We are in the season of Advent, in which
we look forward to Jesus’ return to fulfill what He announced in His first
Advent. He will come to judge the living and the dead and usher in the
new heaven and the new earth.
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been instructed and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that with the bread and wine
Christ gives you His true body and blood for the forgiveness of your sins
and belong to the LCMS fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed
Sacrament. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time at St. John’s
as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see the pastor prior to the
service).
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class have resumed. Classes will start
shortly after the end of worship, and will end at 11am.
Children’s Christmas program will be on Sunday morning, December 20
at 10:30am, outside. It will be livestreamed. Practice will be on December
13. More details for the children will be given in Sunday School.
Advent Midweek service will be Wednesday, December 9 at 7pm.
Christmas Eve candlelight service of lessons and carols will be Thursday,
December 24 at 7pm.

Last Sunday, November 29, 2020:
Attendance: 55 / 16 (livestream)
SS / ABC / LYF: 15 / 9 / 3
Offerings:
$3146 / $204.25 / $140 (electronic)

CALVARY INSIDER – Here’s What Is Going On!
CALVARY INSIDER – What happened this past week at Calvary?
• Basketball Lions competed in the Eugene Tournament this past week.
• We embraced the Jefferson City Christmas tradition by participating in
the 80th annual Jaycees Christmas Parade with a float sharing the
message: “Believe, Jesus is your ticket to heaven.”
CALVARY CHRISTMAS CONCERT – Join us this Friday, December 11 at 7:00
p.m. for performances by the Calvary Choir, Select Choir, Women's Choir, and
Concert Band. Due to the need to maintain physical distance, reserved seating is
required, and masks are requested to be worn when not seated in your family
group. Please sign up using the
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48A9AA2DA4F4C16-clhs3
FIRST HOME BASKETBALL GAME THIS WEEK – To keep athletes, coaches,
and fans as safe as possible, will continue limiting attendance at Calvary
basketball games this season. Spectators will have designated seats to sit within
family groups. Preference will be given to Calvary school families first, but if you
would like to attend these games, please contact the office to see if any reserved
seating is available. If you are not able to attend basketball games, you are
welcome to watch live via twitch.tv/calvarylhs (must be lowercase) when
available. Admission to these events will be $3/ adults, $2/ students, senior
citizens are free. The first home basketball games (for girls and boys) are this
Tuesday, Dec. 8 v. Columbia Independent beginning at 6 p.m.
2020 THRIVENT ACTION TEAM – Are you a Thrivent member who still has
Action Team Grants available for 2020? You’ve still got time to use them! Calvary
has a number of projects that could be blessed by an action team grant in
December of 2020. Please call John Christman at 573-638-0228 or email
administrator@calvarylhs.org to find out more!
GIVING THE GIFT OF STOCK - If you are seeking a unique, tax-preferred way
to give to Calvary, consider gifting investments directly to the school. This can
help offset capital gains that have accumulated on the cost basis of a specific
investment. Contact John Christman at 573-638-0228 or
administrator@calvarylhs.org for more information.
SPEND YOUR SATURDAY @ CALVARY’S GIFT - Calvary’s Gift is seeking
Saturday volunteers. A 9:00-1:00 shift would be very helpful, especially in the
receiving department. Please consider spending one Saturday a month as a
volunteer. It is sure to be a fun day and you will be a blessing to this incredible
ministry! (The store is also seeking help on Wednesdays.) Drop by to shop,
donate and volunteer! Contact John Meisel at 573-821-8875 or sign up online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ca9ab28aafcc52-volunteer

My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
1

My soul, now praise your Maker!
Let all within me bless His name
Who makes you full partaker
Of mercies more than you dare claim.
Forget Him not whose meekness
Still bears with all your sin,
Who heals your ev’ry weakness,
Renews your life within;
Whose grace and care are endless
And saved you through the past;
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless
But rights the wronged at last.

2

He offers all His treasure
Of justice, truth, and righteousness,
His love beyond all measure,
His yearning pity o’er distress;
Nor treats us as we merit
But sets His anger by.
The poor and contrite spirit
Finds His compassion nigh;
And high as heav’n above us,
As dawn from close of day,
So far, since He has loved us,
He puts our sins away.

3

For as a tender father
Has pity on his children here,
God in His arms will gather
All who are His in childlike fear.
He knows how frail our powers,
Who but from dust are made.
We flourish like the flowers,
And even so we fade;
The wind but through them passes,
And all their bloom is o’er.
We wither like the grasses;
Our place knows us no more.

4

His grace remains forever,
And children’s children yet shall prove
That God forsakes them never
Who in true fear shall seek His love.
In heav’n is fixed His dwelling,
His rule is over all;
O hosts with might excelling,
With praise before Him fall.
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Praise Him forever reigning,
All you who hear His Word—
Our life and all sustaining.
My soul, O praise the Lord!
Text: Public domain

Stand

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
P

C
Stand

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; antiphon: v. 3

Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
You brought a vine out of | Egypt;*
it took deep root and | filled the land.
Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

Kyrie
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,
that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Sit

Amen.

Old Testament Reading
1Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God.
tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
2Speak

6A

voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get

you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 40:1–11

Epistle

2 Peter 3:8–14

8But

do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on
it will be exposed.
11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by
him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
C

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel
P
C

Mark 1:1–8

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
1The
2As

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4John

appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and
ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.
8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
1

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

D 5

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Brief silence
P

C
P

C
P
C

That the Lord would let His face shine on us, that we may be saved; and that
Christ would lead us in straight paths as He once led Joseph like a flock, bringing
us out of the bondage of our sins and planting us securely in His eternal
promises, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all ministers of the Church, especially Matthew, our Synod president; Lee,
our district president; and Peter, our circuit visitor, as well as missionaries Linda
Becker (12/9), Anita Clausing (12/9), Eva Rickman (12/10), and Martha Mahlburg
(12/11), as well as military chaplains Joseph Watson and Richard Rudnik, that by
their preaching sinners would not perish but rather reach repentance and find
comfort in Christ’s Word, which alone stands forever, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this and all congregations, that we may await the revealing of the new
heavens and new earth in lives of holiness and godliness, diligent to be found
without spot or blemish and at peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

C
P

C
P
C
P
C
P

C
P
C

For the Lord’s gift of marriage, that He would preserve it against the ravages of
sin, the schemes of the devil and the raging of the world; and for the couples and
families of our congregation, [especially_____________,] that God would
strengthen them in love for one another and establish them on the foundation
of His Word, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For us and our fellow citizens, that God would preserve us from placing our trust
in princes and mortal men who come and go like grass before His breath; for our
nation, that God would give rulers who will rule after His good pleasure, keeping
order and protecting life; and for godly quietness and honesty, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For life and all of the blessings the Lord gives to us, especially for Darrell
Luebbert (12/7), Mark Messer (12/7), Karen Jung (12/9), and Randy Marr (12/9)
as they celebrate birthdays, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those in need of our prayers, [especially Katie Corrigan, Jen Schmitt, Leigh
Fenton, Jackie Brown, Lois Belshe, and Carolyn Walker], let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune this day, that as the preaching and baptism of John once
prepared the way of the only begotten Son, so now these baptized Christians
may be prepared with true repentance and faith to seek the forgiveness of sins
and so worthily eat and drink Christ’s true body and blood in the blessed
Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offertory
C

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
C

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
C

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Thank the Lord
C

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Prepare the Royal Highway
1

Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley
A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain

ref Hosanna to the Lord,
For He fulfills God’s Word!
2

God’s people, see Him coming:
Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

3

Then fling the gates wide open
To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev’ry nation
Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him!
All nations, now adore Him! Refrain

4

His is no earthly kingdom;
It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: Refrain

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: St. John's Lutheran Church no. 75449
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The Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

sit

Distribution
The pastor and those who will assist with distribution, then move to the door of the
church and parish hall to give the Lord's body and blood to worshipers as they leave.
Please start with those in the balcony and back of the church or parish hall, remaining a
"safe" distance behind those in front of you.

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
1

“Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over.”

2

Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many_a day,
Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.

3

Hark, the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.
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4

Make ye straight what long was crooked;
Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Text: Public domain
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