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Fourth Sunday in Lent

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are purple as we continue in the season of Lent.
This is a penitential season, a time to reflect on our need for Savior. The
readings, hymns, and sermon are all chosen to guide us to repent of our
sin and turn our hearts to God.
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been instructed and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that with the bread and
wine Christ gives you His true body and blood for the forgiveness of
your sins and belong to the LCMS fellowship, you are invited to join in
this blessed Sacrament. (If you are desiring to commune for the first
time at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).
Return to the Lord! Wednesday evening service will be at 7pm. This week,
we will focus on a return from denial.

Last Sunday, March 7, 2021:
Attendance:
85 / 8 (livestream connections)
Sunday School/Adult/LYF: 20 / 27 / 4
Offerings:
$3184 / $791 / $340 (electronic)
Midweek 3:

Attendance 25 / 7

Offerings: $185

CALVARY INSIDER – Here’s What Is Going On!
•

•

•
•

•

•

Many parents joined us for our third Parent/Teacher
Conferences of the school year as we wrapped up third
quarter.
Calvary students participated in the annual CCAA Math
Competition and are once again the CCAA Conference
Math Competition Champions! (4 years running!)
We celebrated the hard work and dedication of our winter
athletes at the Winter Sports Awards Night on Thursday.
The Vet Science class had four-legged “visitors” with many
students bringing in pet cats and dogs to learn the ropes
of a veterinarian… students loved these furry friends being
on campus for the day!
In an unrelated, but equally practical classroom
experience, Anatomy & Physiology student dissected cow
hearts to learn more about the operation of the circulatory
system.
Calvary hosted the CCAA Art Contest with multiple Lions
taking home ribbons for their artwork.

DESIGNATE YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – As a
Thrivent member, you have Choice Dollars that allow you to
designate where the funds go, and by sending them to Calvary,
you can help us continue in our mission of Building Christian
Leaders! The deadline to designate your choice dollars is March
31, 2021.
CHECK OUT THE CALVARY WISH LIST! – A practical and
simple way you can make an impact on our school is by donating
items on our “WISH LIST!” Check it out at calvarylhs.org/support
TAX-ADVANTAGES OF SUPPORTING CALVARY – As you visit
your tax adviser, ask them about the tax benefits that can come
from supporting the ministry of Calvary. Great options include
gifting stock directly to Calvary or meeting the Required Minimum
Distribution from your IRA by designating Calvary. Contact John
Christman at 573-638-0228 to learn more.

Confession and Absolution
When I Behold Jesus Christ
1

LSB 542

When I behold Jesus Christ,
True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love
As He hung on the tree. Refrain

ref What kind of love is this?
What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there
To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this?
What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there
To me on Calvary.
2

For me You gave all Your love,
For me You suffered pain;
I find no words, nothing can
Your selflessness explain. Refrain

3

You had no sin, holy Lord,
But You were tortured, tried;
On Golgotha there for all
My sins You bled and died. Refrain

4

What love is this? Greater love
No one has ever known.
My life with God— this I owe
To You, and You alone. Refrain

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus; (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
P
C

LSB 151

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
P
C

Absolution
P

C
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 27:3–5; antiphon: v. 1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;*
though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?

Kyrie
A
C
A
C
A
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C
A
C
A
C

Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C
Sit

Old Testament Reading

Numbers 21:4–9

4From

Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said
to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten,
when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole.
And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
1And

Ephesians 2:1–10

you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in

Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse (Lent)
C

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

Holy Gospel
P
C
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John 3:14–21

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may
be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

God Loved the World So That He Gave
1

God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

LSB 571

3

God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5

If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

D 6

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

That God would draw us into His light, exposing where we, like His people of old,
have thought, spoken and acted against Him; and that in repentance we might
look to His Son lifted up on the cross for our salvation and be saved from His
righteous wrath, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C

That the Lord who by the straight way of faith led the saints to reach His
heavenly city would also lead us to our heavenly home to join in eternal
thanksgiving for His steadfast love and wondrous works to the children of men,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that the God who loved the world by giving His only Son would
bless her and the work of those called to preach the Gospel, especially for Pastor
Spotts at Centralia, missionaries Adam Lehman (3/16) and Jonathan Naumann
(3/19) and military chaplains Neil Vanderbush, Timothy Radkey, and Jonathan
Lorenz; and that His Spirit would create and sustain saving faith within us and all
who hear this Word, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For us and all Christians, that God, who made us alive in Christ though we were
dead in our sins, would cause His Spirit to be at work within us; that we would
not carry out the sinful desires of our bodies and minds but be His workmanship
in Christ Jesus; and that we would walk in the good works He has prepared for us
to do in Him, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the authorities God has set over us for our good; that God would keep us
from speaking against them and so against Him; and that God would bless and
sustain them with all they need to govern us wisely and in accord with His will,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

C
P

C
P

C

For all who suffer in body, mind or soul [especially Katie Corrigan, Leigh Fenton,
Lois Belshe, Carolyn Walker, Tammy Deaver, Esther Heidbreder, and Larry Brown,
and for the family of Elmer Heinrich]; that they would be hid in the shelter of
Christ, our light and salvation; and that God would keep them from falling into
faithless fear in their day of trouble, upholding them in His peace, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all communicants, that our good Lord would feed our hungering and thirsting
souls from His enduring love, that they may not faint within us but be satisfied
with the good things of His Son’s body and blood to abide in His eternal peace
now and forever, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for
the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
Amen.

Offering
Offertory
C
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What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 160

Proper Preface (Full)
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
C

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P
C
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Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
C

LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
P

C
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

O Love, How Deep
1

O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

2

He sent no angel to our race,
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

LSB 544

3

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

4

For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

5

For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6

For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

D 7

All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.

Text: Public domain

The Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

sit

Distribution
The pastor and those who will assist with distribution, then move to the door of the
church and parish hall to give the Lord's body and blood to worshipers as they leave.
Please start with those in the balcony and back of the church or parish hall, remaining a
"safe" distance behind those in front of you.

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1

My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine!

LSB 702

2

May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!

3

While life’s dark maze I tread
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.

4

When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll,
Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul!

Text: Public domain

What Wondrous Love Is This
1

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

3

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
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4

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.

Text: Public domain
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