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Today the paraments are blue as we begin a new church year with 

the season of Advent. This is not “pre-Christmas”; we look 

forward to Christ’s return to judge the living and the dead even as 

we remember those who looked forward to Christ’s first advent 

more than 2000 years ago. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

Last Sunday, December 4, 2022: 

Attendance: 95 /  (error in livestream) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 26 / 17 / 2 

Offerings: $2659 / $6 / $336 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened at Calvary last week you ask?    

• Pastor Alter led chapel, speaking on the True Meaning of 

Christmas 

• Choir, Band, and Art students displayed their talents on Friday to 
celebrate Christ’s birth at our annual Christmas Concert. 

 

LION BASKETBALL – Home sporting events for the week of Dec 11th: 

• Mon, Dec 12 @ 6:00pm – Varsity Girls v. Dixon 

• Sat, Dec 17 @ 4:00 PM – Varsity Girls v. Rolla Royals 
 

CHRISTMAS BREAK – To celebrate the Christmas season, Calvary will 

be out of school from Dec 22 through Jan 3. In order to allow our staff 
to spend time with their families, the office will be closed Dec 22 through 

December 31 and will reopen with regular hours starting on Tues, Jan3. 
 

DONATE. SHOP. VOLUNTEER. BREAK. – Only 7 shopping days at 

Calvary’s Gift remain before Christmas! The volunteers will be taking a 

break for the holidays, so the store will be closed Dec. 24 -Jan 10. 
Donate your gently-used items. Shop for decorations, gifts, and more. 

You are also invited to volunteer at the store. This could mean sorting 
items, handling donations, and ringing up sales. Come see where you 

can help out in the new year. Call (573) 821-8875. 
 

2023-2024 REGISTRATION BONUS – Registration is OPEN for the 

2023-2024 school year! Incoming 8th graders and current 9th, 10th, and 

11th grade students can already register for next year! When you apply 
or re-register for next school year with your $100 registration fee by 

January 3, 2023, you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s ’23-
’24 tuition. REGISTER TODAY! 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE – Calvary is seeking a mission-minded head 
golf coach for the 2023 Spring season. Resumes are being accepted 

now. Applicants must have a four-year college degree if they have not 

served as an assistant coach for two years. Interested individuals should 
contact Erich Ahlers, principal@calvarylhs.org or Kerri Morris, 

athletics@calvarylhs.org or call 573-638-0228. Resumes will be accepted 
until the position is filled. 
 

SAVE THE DATE –  
Jan. 6-7 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament 

Jan. 12-14 Calvary Archery Tournament 
Feb. 3  Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 

Feb. 9  Discover Calvary Day 



Happening at St. John’s: 
 

As we begin a new church year, we begin by preparing ourselves to 

celebrate Jesus’ birth. This preparation is not about food and presents, but 

about preparing our hearts. We will have a special Advent service on 

Wednesday, December 14, at 7pm. On Christmas Eve, we gather for the 

Children’s Christmas Program at 7pm and again at 9pm for a Service of 

Lessons and Carols (both with candlelight at the end). On Christmas 

morning, we celebrate the Divine Service at 9am (instead of 10am), and will 

not have Sunday School. 

 

“As sure as Christmas will come again on December 25, our Lord will come 

again. As we look forward to the Last Day, let’s dress for the occasion, 

putting on godliness and repentance. Let’s celebrate everything He did the 

first time He came to assure us of our home of righteousness. Let’s be 

spiritually awake and alert for His coming again, knowing that we will enjoy 

God’s perfect paradise, our eternal home.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

UNANSWERED BIBLE QUESTIONS… Issues, Etc., a radio talk show and 

podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio, will have Pastors Bryan 

Wolfmueller and Brian Kachelmeier will respond to your unanswered Bible 

questions.  You can submit your question via email: talkback@issuesetc.org, 

Facebook: facebook.com/issuesetc, or the Issues, Etc. Comment Line: (618) 

223-8382.  You can listen to the interview at your convenience 

at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

 

This week: 

Sunday, 12/11 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

10am Divine Service  

   Ladies’ Aid Brunch for Calvary 

   Sunday School Christmas Prog Practice 

 

Wed, 12/14 4:30pm Confirmation Class 

  7pm Midweek Advent Service 

 

Thurs, 12/15 7pm Adult Information Class  

  

Sunday, 12/18 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service 

   Sunday School Christmas Prog Practice 

mailto:talkback@issuesetc.org
http://facebook.com/issuesetc


Confession and Absolution 
 

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 
2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 



C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 
I will hope con- | tinually* 
 and will praise you yet | more and more. 
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all the day,* 
 for their number is past my | knowledge. 
With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD| I will come;* 
 I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone. 
O God, from my youth you have | taught me,* 
 and I still proclaim your | wondrous deeds. 
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not for- | sake me,* 
 until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all | those to 
come. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 



Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 



 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed 
is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 



15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 
    Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
    Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 
2 Enter now my waiting heart, 

    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 
    Though I am but poor and lowly. 
Ah, what riches will be mine 
When Thou art my guest divine! 

 
3 My hosannas and my palms 

    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 
Evermore, as best I can, 



    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 
And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 
4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

    Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
    Bring us blessing and salvation, 
That forever we may sing: 
Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all who offer prayers and supplications, that God would hear them on 
account of His Son who has enlightened the darkness of our hearts and every 
corner of creation by His incarnation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all pastors and church workers, that the words they bear would prepare the 
way of Jesus’ second advent and be received by all who hear them, for 
missionaries Martha Mahlburg, Ted Krey, and Jerry Lawson, and for military 
chaplains Joseph Siefert and Gregory Lutz, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the schools where our children grow in knowledge, and for the teachers who 
instruct them, especially for Calvary Lutheran High School, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all who celebrate the Lord’s great and abundant mercy, including those who 
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries: Karen Jung (12/9), Linsey Stinson (12/15), 



James McCoy (12/16), and Andrew & Sara Kautsch (12/17), let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the homes of our land, that God would grant safety and security to all 
families; and that the faith would be delivered from one generation to the next, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until the day 
when Christ comes again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and grieving, [especially Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Addy Beinlich, 
Cindy Eggen, and Troy Schepmann_____________,] that as the day draws near 
when blind eyes see, deaf ears hear, lame legs leap and mute tongues sing for 
joy, God would grant them healing according to His gracious will, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For faith and joy to receive the Lord’s Supper worthily this day, as Christ comes 
as a foretaste of the Lamb’s marriage feast, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every circumstance of 
life, teach us the joy that comes from knowing Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
and eagerly expecting His gracious visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 



 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
    There with joy your praises render. 
Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 
2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 

And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
    For with words of life immortal 
    He is knocking at your portal. 
Open wide the gates before Him, 
Saying, as you there adore Him: 
    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 
    That I nevermore will leave You. 

 
3 He who craves a precious treasure 

Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
    But the priceless gifts of heaven 
    God to us has freely given. 
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 
None could buy the gifts here offered: 
    Christ’s true body, for you riven, 
    And His blood, for you once given. 

 
4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 

Over this surpassing wonder 
    That the bread of life is boundless 
    Though the souls it feeds are countless: 
With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 



    Oh, most glorious consolation, 
    Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

 
5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine 
Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8): Public domain 

 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
    How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, 
    My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 



    Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
    All that may please You best. 

 
2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
    With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
    For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
    Withhold the honor due. 

 
3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 

    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 

 
4 Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
    Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
    That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
    Our lost and fallen race. 

 
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 
6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 



Text: Public domain 

 

354 Arise, O Christian People 

1 Arise, O Christian people! 
    Prepare yourselves today; 
Prepare to greet the Savior, 
    Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone 
    The truth and light were given; 
    The promised Lord from heaven 
To all the world is shown. 

 
2 Prepare the way before Him; 

    Prepare for Him the best. 
Cast out what would offend Him, 
    This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: 
    The lowly valleys raising, 
    The heights of pride abasing, 
His path all even lay. 

 
3 The humble heart and lowly 

    God raises up on high; 
Beneath His feet in terror 
    The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, 
    That heeds God’s invitation 
    And makes true preparation— 
It is the Lord’s delight. 

 
4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

    Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You 
    This blessèd Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low 
    Come now to dwell within me; 
    I’ll sing Your praises gladly 
And forth Your glory show. 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 



C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
    The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 
2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 



    In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
    The iron fetters yield. 

 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
    To enrich the humble poor. 

 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    With Thy belovèd name. 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Text: Public domain 
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