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January 1, 2023       ✞   First Sunday after Christmas 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are white as we continue to celebrate the 

Holy Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

Christmas Eve:  Attendance 136 / 5 and 17 / 4 

Offering $643/$172 

Last Sunday, December 25, 2022: 

Attendance: 54 /  6 (livestream) 

Offerings: $1625 / $13.51 / $336 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

NEW YEAR BACK TO SCHOOL EXCITEMENT – The Calvary family wishes 

you a very blessed New Year! After a two week Christmas break, our faculty, 
staff and students are excited to get 2nd semester underway. Parent/Teacher 

conferences will be held Tuesday, January 3rd, and classes resume 

Wednesday, January 4th. We are thankful to partner with families at these 
conferences to discuss 1st semester successes and future academic growth. 
 

CALVARY GIRLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT – You’re invited to join us 
at the Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament THIS WEEK Friday and Saturday, 

January 6th and 7th! Come out for a weekend full of exciting games as 6 
teams from across Missouri compete for the top spot. Calvary girls are 

scheduled to compete at 5 p.m. on Friday and noon on Saturday to 
determine their seeding for the third game Saturday afternoon. 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE – Calvary is seeking a mission-minded head golf 

coach for the 2023 Spring season. Resumes are being accepted now. 
Applicants must have a four-year college degree if they have not served as 

an assistant coach for two years. Interested individuals should contact Erich 
Ahlers, principal@calvarylhs.org or Kerri Morris, athletics@calvarylhs.org or 

call 573-638-0228. Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. 
 

HELP BUILD CHRISTIAN LEADERS THROUGH VOLUNTEETERING – 

With countless ways to help out at Calvary, what role can you fill? We have 

opportunities to serve at Calvary by volunteering at Calvary’s Gift, serving on 
the Golf Tournament Committee, helping with our annual dinner auction, 

and other day-to-day opportunities! Where does your passion lie? We would 
love to have you Build Christian Leaders with us! Contact John Christman 

(administrator@calvarylhs.org) to get more details! 
 

REGISTER BY TUESDAY… GET $50 TUITION CREDIT – New and 

returning families are applying for the 2023-2024 school year! Receive a $50 
credit toward your student’s ’23-’24 tuition by applying or re-registering with 

your $100 registration fee by January 3, 2023. REGISTER TODAY! 
 

SAVE THE DATE –  
Jan. 6-7 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament 

Jan. 12-14 Calvary Archery Tournament 
Feb. 3-4 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 

Feb. 9  Discover Calvary Day for 7th grade students 

 



Happening at St. John’s: 
 

Thank you Pastor Spotts for officiating this morning. Pastor Whittle 

will be back later today. 

 

Next Sunday, we return to our normal schedule! 

 

Annual Voters’ meeting will be on Sunday, January 15. 

 

“[Jesus] will care for you until you stand before His throne. 

Trust Him. Seek Him. Serve Him. Love Him. He’s your King. He 

suffered and died for you. He rose for you. He only has words of 

love and promise to speak to you. So, when all is equal for you on 

your deathbed, you can rejoice and say, ‘Come quickly, my King,’ 

because He has given you the promise, ‘You will be with me in 

paradise.’” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans 

For Life • lutheransforlife.org   
 

STUDY GOD’S WORD IN 2023… The Word of the Lord 

Endures Forever is a daily, 15-minute, verse-by-verse Bible study 

produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor 

Will Weedon.  Pastor Weedon is currently leading a study on the 

Book of Luke.  You can listen at thewordendures.org or your 

favorite podcast provider. 
 

This week: 

 

Sunday, 1/1 9am New Years’ Day Divine Service 

 

Tues, 1/3 7pm Elders’ Meeting 

 

Wed, 1/4 10:30amChapel at Calvary LHS 

4:30 Confirmation Class 

 

Thurs, 1/5 7pm Adult Information Class 

 

Sunday, 1/8 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ny0xdcSKggWFi5HEHGPyiytaPgwFYvPKOBJVDVVj2okL5BleRQzw_C_N9OxuEbePWL7zNKCUIgu0k3FGngC_bhrmOKRLC35pRqwk34-gAQWW_0C5_qmeNnsVA07QuL3DSvwvuiC7PY_4rTouQEaZDA==&c=tyNtLHaATZzxe20d3wLEkLTMlmxbstQyfWdupVZ351lQyUe8779NUg==&ch=C0k-bMMJp1Kek4HNALqV-4xkETAywh97fE1xVtHSZuaNk0NpO8C2-g==


Confession and Absolution 
 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten 
    Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
    He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
    And that future years shall see 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 
2 Oh, that birth forever blessèd, 

    When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
    Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
    First revealed His sacred face 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 
3 This is He whom seers in old time 

    Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
    Promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; 
    Let creation praise its Lord 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 
4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 

    Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
    And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
    Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 

D 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
    And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
    And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
    And eternal victory 
        Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. 
Baker, 1821–77 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1 

When Israel was a child, I | loved him,* 
 and out of Egypt I | called my son. 
Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in | Ramah,* 
 lamentation and bitter | weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her | children;* 
 she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they | are no more.” 



Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from | weeping,* 
 and your | eyes from tears, 
for there is a reward for your work, de- | clares the LORD,* 
 and they shall come back from the land of the | enemy. 
There is hope for your future, de- | clares the LORD,* 
 and your children shall come back to their own | country.” 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
When Israel was a child, I | loved him,* 
 and out of Egypt I | called my son. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant 
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7–14 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 
 the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 
 and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely.” 
 And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 
 and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
 and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 
 of Moses and his people. 
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
 with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of them 
 his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 
 to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
 to make for himself an everlasting name, 
 13who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 
 they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
 the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 
So you led your people, 
 to make for yourself a glorious name. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 

 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 
 

 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 
region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 
Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his 
mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a 
city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He 
shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 



Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

1 Let all together praise our God 
    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son. 

 
2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 

 
3 Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 
To serve us all He humbly cloaks 
    The splendor of His might, 
    The splendor of His might. 

 
4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us His realm, 
    His glory, and His name, 
    His glory, and His name. 



5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–
1923, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 
Text (st. 2): Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory / Presentation of Offering LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love 
that sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our 
Savior, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for 
the lives of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help 
us to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show 
our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of 
Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy 
Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing 
in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold 
office in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your 
kingdom increase. Bless Pastor Scott, missionaries Elizabeth Burakowski and 
David Erber, and military chaplains Bryan Meadows and Joshua Schneider as 
they proclaim Your Word and serve Your people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in 
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and 
let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your 
people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with 
integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the 
president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this 
state, and all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to 
serve this people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our 
days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and 
justice to the nations of the world that mutual understanding and common 
endeavor may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of 
research and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such 
measure that people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our 
common life may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our 
children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them 
up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of 
affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the 
world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and 
industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under 
Your special protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with 
all who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their 
labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Give all of Your children hearts and minds which rejoice in Your blessings. Look 



with favor especially on those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries this 
week, including Dewayne Kautsch (1/2), Brian Whittle (1/4), Tristan Hall (1/4), 
Carrie Whittle (1/5), Grayson Kautsch (1/5), and Adler Kautsch (1/5). Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 
adversity (especially Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Addie Beinlich, Cindy Eggen, 
Troy Schepmann, and Donn Schmoeger). Be with those who suffer persecution 
for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially 
[name]). Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your 
love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your 
Church on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in 
fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly 
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for 
the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a 
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 



Sit 
 

Distribution 

 

642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

1 O living Bread from heaven, 
    How well You feed your guest! 
The gifts that You have given 
    Have filled my heart with rest. 
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 
    Oh, cup that heals our woes! 
My heart, this gift possessing, 
    With praises overflows. 

 
2 My Lord, You here have led me 

    To this most holy place 
And with Yourself have fed me 
    The treasures of Your grace; 
For You have freely given 
    What earth could never buy, 
The bread of life from heaven, 
    That now I shall not die. 

 
3 You gave me all I wanted; 

    This food can death destroy. 
And You have freely granted 
    The cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit 
    The favor You have shown, 
And all my soul and spirit 
    Bow down before Your throne. 

 
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 

    With heav’nly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, 
    To serve with holy fear. 
And when You call my spirit 
    To leave this world below, 
I enter, through Your merit, 
    Where joys unmingled flow. 

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 



386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 
Now raise to heav’n our voice; 
    He from whom joy streameth 
Poor in a manger lies; 
    Not so brightly beameth 
The sun in yonder skies. 
    Thou my Savior art! 
    Thou my Savior art! 

 
2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 
    Cheer my wearied spirit, 
O pure and holy Child; 
    Through Thy grace and merit, 
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 
    Draw me unto Thee! 
    Draw me unto Thee! 

 
3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 
    Death was reigning o’er us 
Through sin and vanity 
    Till He opened for us 
A bright eternity. 
    May we praise Him there! 
    May we praise Him there! 

 
4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 
    Where the angels singing 
With all His saints unite, 
    Sweetest praises bringing 
In heav’nly joy and light. 
    Oh, that we were there! 
    Oh, that we were there! 

Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 



392 God Loves Me Dearly 

1 God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. Refrain 

 
ref Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 

 
2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working 
To make me free. Refrain 

 
3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free. Refrain 

 
4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, 
Paid all I owed. Refrain 

 
5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 
Now I will praise You 
All my life long. Refrain 

Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
Who has truly kept His word 
And at last to us did send 
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 



2 What the fathers most desired, 
What the prophets’ heart inspired, 
What they longed for many_a year, 
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 
3 Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 
Him of twofold race behold— 
Truly came, as long foretold. 

 
4 As Your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 
Let the same mind dwell in me 
Which is Yours eternally. 

 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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