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January 15, 2023 ¥  The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are green because we are in the season of
Epiphany, which goes from January 6, when we celebrate the visit
of the magi, until the Transfiguration, right before the beginning of
Lent.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Last Sunday, January 8, 2023:
Attendance: 76/ 9 (livestream)
Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 16 /18 /2
Offerings: $2707 / $38.51 / $336 (electronic)



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

CALVARY INSIDER — What happened at Calvary in the past week?
e  Pastor Heaton led chapel on Wednesday sharing a message about
“Christian Modesty” from 1 Timothy 2:5-8.
e Over 700 archers competed in the Calvary Archery Tournament on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Go Lions!
e The Speech and Debate team attended the Liberty High School Speech
Tournament on Saturday.

CONGRATULATIONS! — Congratulations to the Calvary Archery Team for
winning the High School Division in Helias Catholic High School's archery
tournament on January 7. Top individuals include:

High School Girls High School Boys

1st: Allison Trinklein 2nd: Matthew Johnson
5th: Courtney Hodges 3rd: Sam Sellars

9th: Elizabeth Lieb 10%: Luke Angerer

10t: Kendra Gardner

LION ATHLETICS — Upcoming home sporting events:
e JV/V Girls/V Boys Basketball vs. Climax Springs - Thursday, Jan. 19 at
5PM

REGISTER TODAY! — It is re-enrollment and registration time at Calvary. We
look forward to having new students join the Calvary family for next year. Those
who register or re-enroll before March 1st will have the $100 tuition deposit
waived.

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AT CALVARY'S GIFT - Do you have a few hours a
week and have a servant’s heart? Calvary’s Gift would welcome your
volunteerism! While “shopping hours” are Wednesday through Saturday,
volunteers are needed Monday through Saturday. Contact John Meisel for more
information, 573-821-8875.

POSITION AVAILABLE — Calvary is seeking a mission-minded head golf coach
for the 2023 Spring season. Resumes are being accepted now. Applicants must
have a four-year college degree if they have not served as an assistant coach for
two years. Interested individuals should contact Erich Ahlers,
principal@calvarylhs.org or Kerri Morris, athletics@calvarylhs.org or call 573-638-
0228. Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.

SAVE THE DATE —

Jan. 27 Homecoming Basketball Games

Feb. 3-4 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament

Feb. 9 Discover Calvary Day (7t grade students invited.)
Feb 21 Calvary Blood Drive



Happening at St. John’s:

Annual Voters’ meeting is today! Nominations so far for boards are:
Elder — Tim Meller
Trustee — Donn Schmoeger
Evangelism — Patty Ott
Sunday School — Sara Kautsch
Finance — Marla Young

“Christians are to love their neighbors, including the unborn ... (Proverbs
24:11, 29:8-9) ... This means we can and ought to pray for the unborn, for
women who have the choice of preserving or ending the life of their unborn
child, for women who have had abortions and who need forgiveness in
Christ—freely given through faith, for abortion doctors who are directly
responsible for killing these children, and for our governing officials.”
Pastor David Thompson, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Lombard, lllinois —
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

PREMIER CONFERENCE FOR LUTHERAN LAITY... You’re invited
to attend the 2023 Issues, Etc. “Making the Case” Conference Friday, June
16 and Saturday, June 17 at Concordia University Chicago. Speakers
include: LCMS President Matt Harrison, Mollie Hemingway of Fox News,
Mark Hemingway of RealClear Investigations, Kyle Mann of The Babylon
Bee, Pastor Peter Bender of the Concordia Catechetical Academy, San
Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone and Pastor Will Weedon of The
Word of the Lord Endures Forever. Early bird registration is $140 and
includes three meals. Reduced room rates, including on-campus dorms, are
available. For more information, visit issuesetc.org or call (618) 223-8385.

This week:
Sunday, 1/15 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service

Potluck & Voters’ Meeting

Wed, 1/18 4:30 Confirmation Class
7pm  Bible Study — Christ Have Mercy

Thurs, 1/19 7pm  Adult Information Class

Sunday, 1/22  9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service



Confession and Absolution

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

1

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,
The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

The Savior came to be baptized—
The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will
And all His righteousness fulfill.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood

And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’'nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound
Came God’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree,

“The one | love, who pleases Me.”

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt.
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us



forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P) 0 almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

(P)  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 19:1-4a, b; antiphon: v. 14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your
sight,*
O Lorp, my rock and my re- | deemer.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, *
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Day to day | pours out speech,*
and night to night reveals | knowledge.
There is no speech, nor | are there words,*
whose voice | is not heard.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of
the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your



sight,*
O Lorp, my rock and my re- | deemer.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187

(P) Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 49:1-7

1Listen to me, O coastlands,
and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The Lorp called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”



4But | said, “I have labored in vain;
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the Lorp,
and my recompense with my God.”
5And now the LoRD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lorp,
and my God has become my strength—
bhe says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
| will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
"Thus says the Lorp,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the Lorp, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother
Sosthenes,

2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given
you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge—®even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 83who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
%God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ

our Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel John 1:29-42a

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 3°This is he of whom | said, ‘After me
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.” 31| myself did not
know him, but for this purpose | came baptizing with water, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. 33| myself did not know him, but he who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 3*And | have seen and have borne
witness that this is the Son of God.”

35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 3%and he looked at
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 3’The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 3°He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it
was about the tenth hour. °0ne of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4'He first found his own brother Simon and said
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to
Jesus.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit

402 The Only Son from Heaven

1  The only Son from heaven,
Foretold by ancient seers,
By God the Father given,
In human form appears.
No sphere His light confining,
No star so brightly shining
As He, our Morning Star.

2 Otime of God appointed,
O bright and holy morn!

He comes, the king anointed,

The Christ, the virgin-born,

Grim death to vanquish for us,

To open heav’n before us
And bring us life again.

3 O lLord, our hearts awaken

To know and love You more,

In faith to stand unshaken,
In spirit to adore,

That we, through this world moving,
Each glimpse of heaven proving,

May reap its fullness there.

/\ 4 O Father, here before You
With God the Holy Ghost
And Jesus, we adore You,
O pride of angel host:
Before You mortals lowly
Cry, “Holy, holy, holy,
O blessed Trinity!”

Text (sts. 1-3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500-1535; (sts. 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt

Worship, 1978
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Offertory

.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of

LSB 192



Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

Presentation of Offering

Prayer of the Church

P

1d

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, would sanctify the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hearts, that our prayers might reflect His gracious
promises, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faithfulness, that the Lord who formed His Son in Mary’s womb to be a light
for the nations would enlighten and strengthen us by His Word and Sacraments;
that we might reflect the light of Christ to those around us; and that He would
strengthen all pastors, missionaries, and military chaplains as they proclaim that
light, including vicar Resner, Ryan Schnake and Coleman Geraci, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord, who created the heavens and establishes day and night, would
bless all teachers and students of the arts and sciences to see His creativity and
glorify Him, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our households, that the Lord who watched over the tribes of Jacob would
provide both daily bread and redemption in abundant measure to His people, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the members of our congregation, and all Christians, that they would
recognize and give thanks for God’s many and daily blessings, and that He would
continue to show His mercy and love, especially for those celebrating birthdays
this week including Camryn Paull (1/16), Peggy Heidbreder (1/19), and Ronald
Marr (1/21), let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those in authority, that our Holy God would fortify them with courage and
wisdom to govern justly and cultivate in them penitent hearts so that they would
prostrate themselves before their Redeemer with joy on the Last Day, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



P

For healing and deliverance, that the Lamb of God who takes away our sins and
infirmities would be merciful those who are in need of His care, [especially Paula
Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Addy Beinlich, Cindy Eggen, Troy Schepmann, Donn
Schmoeger, and Allan Propst ,] and grant them rescue and
confidence in His grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For a worthy reception of the Lord’s body and blood, that all who partake of the
Sacrament this day might receive the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of
the world, in penitence and faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Grant that we who have celebrated the incarnation of our Lord may die to sin
and rise to new life in Him, and that we may treasure up and ponder in our
hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

® =

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

1J

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.



Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Bl d is He, bl d is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.
Sit

Distribution



602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives

1  The gifts Christ freely gives
He gives to you and me
To be His Church, His bride,
His chosen, saved and free!
Saints blest with these rich gifts
Are children who proclaim
That they were won by Christ
And cling to His strong name.

2 The gifts flow from the font
Where He calls us His own;
New life He gives that makes
Us His and His alone.
Here He forgives our sins
With water and His Word;
The triune God Himself
Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.

3 The gifts of grace and peace

From absolution flow;

The pastor’s words are Christ’s
For us to trust and know.

Forgiveness that we need
Is granted to us there;

The Lord of mercy sends
Us forth in His blest care.

4 The gifts are there each day
The holy Word is read;
God'’s children listen, hear,
Receive, and they are fed.
Christ fills them with Himself,
Blest words that give them life,
Restoring and refreshing
Them for this world’s strife.

5  The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev'ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6  Allglory to the One



Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love

Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us

Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His

Great love by which we live!
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

594 God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It

1  God’s own child, | gladly say it:

| am baptized into Christ!

He, because | could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.

Do | need earth’s treasures many?

| have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer:

| am baptized into Christ!

| have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.

Should a guilty conscience seize me

Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3 Satan, hear this proclamation:
| am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
| am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I've traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

4  Death, you cannot end my gladness:

| am baptized into Christ!

When | die, | leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

5 There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!



Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I'll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
| am baptized into Christ;

I’'m a child of paradise!
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

370 What Child Is This

1  What child is this, who, laid to rest,

On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,

The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Text: Public domain

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal LSB 199

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light

1 O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds



Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3 0O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4 Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5  That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv'n

By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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