ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lohman (Stringtown), Missouri
Phone (573) 782-3191 Cell: (573) 818-2112
Brian Whittle, Pastor
Email: stjohnstringtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnstringtown.org
Facebook: fb.me/stjohnstringtown/

January 22, 2023 ¥  The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Life Sunday

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are green because we are in the season of
Epiphany, which goes from January 6, when we celebrate the visit
of the magi, until the Transfiguration, right before the beginning of
Lent.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Last Sunday, January 15, 2023:
Attendance: 76/ 9 (livestream)
Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 16/ 18/ 2
Offerings:  $2368 / $104 / $336 (electronic)



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

CALVARY INSIDER — What happened at Calvary in the past
week?
o Pastor Scheperle led Wednesday chapel, affirming the
sanctity of life.

LION ATHLETICS — Upcoming home sporting events:
e JV/V Boys Basketball vs. Russellville - Thursday, Jan. 26 at
7PM
e HOMECOMING: V Girls/ V Boys Basketball vs. CIS — Friday,
Jan. 27 at 6PM

DISCOVER CALVARY DAY! - Plans are underway for a Visit Day
event for prospective students on the afternoon of February 9.
This day is intended for 7th grade students to discover the
advantages of a Lutheran high school education and the many
opportunities available at Calvary. If you know a 7th grader (or
8th grader, if they haven't attended before) who would benefit
from knowing more about the Calvary experience, contact John
Christman at 573-638-0228 to learn more.

GOLF TOURNAMENT - Calvary’s 19" Annual Benefit Golf
Tournament will be Friday, June 2" at Tanglewood Golf Course in
Fulton. Flights will begin at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Start putting your
team together now for a fun day supporting students at Calvary
Lutheran High School!

SAVE THE DATE —

Jan. 27 Homecoming Basketball Games

Feb. 3-4 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament

Feb. 9 Discover Calvary Day (7" grade students invited.)
Feb. 17-18  Winter Drama Performances

Feb. 21 Calvary Blood Drive

April 29 Crimson & Silver Dinner Auction

June 2 Calvary’s 19" Annual Benefit Golf Tournament

REGISTER TODAY! — It is re-enrollment and registration time at
Calvary. We look forward to having new students join the Calvary
family for next year. Those who register or re-enroll before March
1st will have the $100 tuition deposit waived.



Happening at St. John’s:

Today, we celebrate Life Sunday. At the end of church, there will be a door
offering for LifeSong. This is an organization which exists to support couples in
raising money to pay for an adoption. Any money donated here goes to a fund
that is set aside specifically for Lutherans in Missouri who are adopting.

Midweek Bible Study continues this week. We will be finishing up chapter 12
of “Christ, Have Mercy” and moving on to chapter 13 and perhaps 14. Come
and join us even if you have not been before!

Positions filled! At the Annual Voters’ meeting last week, the following people
were elected:
Elder — Tim Meller; Trustee — Donn Schmoeger; Evangelism — Patty
Ott; Sunday School — Sara Kautsch; Finance — Marla Young

“When someone struggles with the overwhelming guilt of a past sin, like
abortion, repentance and reconciliation are the only source of relief. There is
hope! ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Through all our days, the
Lord never leaves us nor forsakes us. He is a patient God, waiting and wanting
all to come to repentance and be saved.” Deaconess Pamela Buhler and
Deaconess Chrissie Gillet, Word of Hope — A Life Quote from Lutherans For
Life « lutheransforlife.org

THEOLOGY FOR WHITE COLLAR, BLUE COLLAR & CLERICAL
COLLAR... Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran
Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This
week’s teachings include: I Am the Resurrection & the Life; Pastoral Visitation;
The Nicene Creed; Pastoral Sabbaticals and more. You can listen on-demand
at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.

This week:

Sunday, 1/22  9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service

Wed, 1/25 4:30  Confirmation Class
7pm  Bible Study — Christ Have Mercy

Thurs, 1/26 7pm  Adult Information Class

Sunday, 1/29 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service



Confession and Absolution

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake

1  “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,
“All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,
Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate’er betide,
Take My example for your guide.

2 “lamthe light, | light the way,
A godly life displaying;
| bid you walk as in the day;
| keep your feet from straying.
| am the way, and well | show
How you must sojourn here below.

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness,
My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words My lips express,
With meekness overflowing.
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,
To God | yield, on Him | call.

4 “lteach you how to shun and flee
What harms your soul’s salvation,
Your heart from ev'ry guile to free,
From sin and its temptation.
| am the refuge of the soul
And lead you to your heav’'nly goal.”

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word,
In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain

The crown of heav'nly life obtain.
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813-96; (sts. 1-3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624—-77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und
Lobgesange, 1695
Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



Invocation

(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERF

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P} 0 almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

(P}  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 22:27-31; antiphon: v. 22

I will tell of your name to my | brothers;*
in the midst of the congregation | will | praise you.
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lorp,*
and all the families of the nations shall worship be- | fore you.
For kingship belongs | to the Lorp,*
and he rules over the | nations.
All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;*
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could not



keep him- | self alive.
Posterity shall | serve him;*
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation;
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,*
that he has | done it.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
| will tell of your name to my | brothers;*
in the midst of the congregation | will | praise you.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187

(P) Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1-4

1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he



has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

10] appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same judgment. 1For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that
there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 2What | mean is that each one of you
says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”
B|s Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 4 thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 1%so that no
one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household
of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) 17For
Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12-25

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.



12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, 4so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16the people dwelling in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death,

on them a light has dawned.”

7From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
1BAnd he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” 22Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 2!And going on from there he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the
people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick,
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons,
epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 2°And great crowds followed him from
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan.

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,



the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light

1 O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3 O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!
Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4 Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5  That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv'n

By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Offertory / Presentation of Offering LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.



Prayer of the Church

P

Lord of all nations, Your Son became flesh to enlighten a world darkened by sin
with His grace. Visit us with His gifts of forgiveness and life, that our way may be
glorious with His salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, Your Son’s cross and crucifixion is folly to the world, but it is the
source of repentance and forgiveness for all His elect. Preserve the preaching of
the cross in our midst, that from this life-giving tree we would continue to
receive Your faith-preserving gifts. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of the church, strengthen all servants of the cross as they proclaim Your
Word in this sin-torn world. Bless especially pastor Deiner, Pastor May,
Missionaries Lindsay Cundiff, Dale Kaster, Gustavo Maita, Steven Mahlburg, and
Nancy Jane Morizio, and military chaplains Jason Dart, David Oberdieck, and
Peter Burfeind. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You have called us to be united in the same mind and judgment in
the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Preserve us from divisions and quarreling
wrought by false teaching and cults of personality, and fix our eyes on the Word
of the cross. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the
families of the nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this
congregation with Your grace and protection, that they might remember You in
both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, all kingship belongs to You. Rule over the nations for the good of Your
people, that we might live in peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, Your Son welcomed the sick, the afflicted and those oppressed by
demons and healed them. Have mercy upon all whom we bring before You in
prayer, [especially Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eqgen, Troy Schepmann,
Donn Schmoeger, Allan Propst, Theresa Schubert, Theresa Waltrop, and Shawna
Walker ./ and deliver them according to Your gracious will. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, Your kingdom is at hand wherever Jesus, our King, dwells. Bless
those who receive Your Holy Supper today, that they may rejoice that the King
draws near with His body and blood for their salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Almighty God, the fame of Your Son spread everywhere as people witnessed His
miracles and wonders. As He has wondrously saved us from sin and death, so
open our mouths to speak of Him to all who will hear. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You,
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

®=

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

1J

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.
Sit

Distribution



641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ref You satisfy the hungry heart
With gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
The bread of life to eat.

1  As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
They know and heed his voice;
So when You call Your fam’ly, Lord,
We follow and rejoice. Refrain

2 With joyful lips we sing to You
Our praise and gratitude
That You should count us worthy, Lord,
To share this heav’nly food. Refrain

3 Is not the cup we bless and share
The blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare

Our oneness in the Lord? Refrain

4 The myst’ry of Your presence, Lord,
No mortal tongue can tell:
Whom all the world cannot contain
Comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain

5  You give Yourself to us, O Lord;
Then selfless let us be,
To serve each other in Your name

In truth and charity. Refrain
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97
Text: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110003409

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve
To rise and follow You,
Forsaking old, familiar ways
For ventures bold and new:
Grant us to hear Your call
To risk security
And, bound in heart and will to You,
Find perfect liberty.

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve
The truth for ages sealed,
Whose words and works awakened faith,
The ways of God revealed:



Instruct us now, we pray,
By Your empow’ring Word.
True teacher, be for all who seek
Their light, their life, their Lord.

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve

Among the desolate

And broke as bread of life for all
Your love compassionate:

Lead us along the ways
Where hope has nearly died

And help us climb the lonely hills
Where love is crucified.

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve

On roads they’d never trod

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim
The nearer reign of God:

Send us on ways where faith
Transcends timidity,

Where love informs and hope sustains
Both life and ministry.

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord,
The martyrs’ strength and song,
The crucified and risen King
To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass,
Our tribute still we bring,
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise,

Our lives an offering.
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

836 O God of Light

1 O God of light, Your Word, a lamp unfailing,
Shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way
And show Your grace, Your plan for us unveiling,
And guide our footsteps to the perfect day.

2 From days of old, through blind and willful ages,
Though we rebelled, You gently sought again
And spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages,
Who wrote with eager or reluctant pen.

3 Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing
To sinful hearts Your justice and Your grace;
And questing spirits, longing for Your healing,
See Your compassion in the Savior’s face.



4 To all the world Your summons You are sending,
Through all the earth, to ev'ry land and race,
That myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending,

May praise and celebrate Your gift of grace.
Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt.
Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003409

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal LSB 199

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Benediction LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

1  Sentforth by God’s blessing,

Our true faith confessing,

The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended.
O now be extended

The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching,
Receptive souls reaching,

Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us,
His love shall unite us

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving

To God ever-living,

The tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing,
In love ever caring,

Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us,
With Your light now lead us;

Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt.
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409
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