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July 23, 2023       ✞   Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are green. During this part of the church 

year, following Pentecost, we focus on Jesus’ teaching rather than 

on the events of His life. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

 

Pastor Spotts is filling in for Pastor Whittle while the Whittles 

travel to the Holy Land. Pastor Spotts serves the campus and 

international communities in Columbia. 

 

Information on previous services will be printed in a later bulletin 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

JOIN OUR CALVARY TEAM! – Do you know a mission-minded, 

enthusiastic individual looking to join the Calvary team? Share with them 

that we are seeking a varsity cheer coach, assistant baseball 
coach, and outreach coordinator for 2023-2024. Submit resumes to 

Calvary Lutheran High School, 2525 Rte. B, Jefferson City, MO 65101. 
Resumes will be accepted until the positions are filled. 
 

ONLY ONE MONTH AWAY – Calvary will begin its 19th academic year 
in only one month!  Our first day of school is Wednesday, August 16.  

Thank you for praying for Calvary, thanking God for His blessings and 
asking for His guidance and protection in the coming year. 
 

STOP IN OR GIVE US A CALL! - We are happy to help you with any 
and all questions about Calvary, especially going into the 2023-2024 

school year! 

Summer office hours: Mon -Thurs, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.; Friday, 9:00 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

NEW FAMILY INFORMATION NIGHT – Calvary will be hosting an 
information night Monday, July 24 at 7 p.m., for new families to get 

oriented before next school year.  Families are encouraged (but not 
required) to RSVP to the school. Topics including the student handbook, 

tuition, class selection, athletics, and activities will be covered. 
 

DONATIONS FOR RETREAT – Calvary’s Summer Retreat is held at 

Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp is only 10 days away! Retreat is a favorite for 

our students and staff! This event would not be possible without the 
generosity of MANY!  One way to help is by donating necessary food 

items used to prepare meals.  If you are interested in what items are 
needed, please contact Sam Ziegelbein at 573-638-0228 or 

ziegelbeins@calvarylhs.org.  
 

SEE YOUR GENEROSITY IN ACTION - If you are 72 or older, you can 

take advantage of a simple way to benefit Calvary Lutheran High School 
and receive tax benefits in return. You can give up to $100,000 from 

your IRA directly to a qualified charity such as Calvary without having to 

pay income taxes on the gift.  This law no longer has an expiration date 
so you are free to make annual gifts to our organization in sync with 

your required minimum distribution well into the future.  Your gift will 
make an impact today, building Christian leaders! 

mailto:ziegelbeins@calvarylhs.org


Happening at St. John’s: 

 

The annual float trip sponsored by LYF will be on Saturday, 

August 5. Talk to Janice if you would like to go, so she can reserve 

canoes and prepare sufficient food. 

 

“Jesus, who is all Man and all God, becomes one of us in order 

that all of us might become one with Him. Finally, a sigh of relief, 

a cry of joy, even, a shout of thanksgiving! God is on the throne. 

Amen.” Rev. Dr. John Nunes, Guest Speaker on “The Lutheran 

Hour” – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org 
 

EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION OF 

LUTHERANS…Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and 

podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and 

hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s subjects 

include: The Movies “Sound of Freedom” and “Indiana Jones and 

the Dial of Destiny,” An Attempt by Concordia University Texas 

to Reject the Governance & Oversight of the LCMS, Truth & 

Tolerance, Female Pastors & the Lutheran Church of Australia and 

more.  You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile 

app and your favorite podcast provider. 
 

This week: 

 

Sunday, 7/23 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

 

 

Sunday, 7/30 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  



Confession and Absolution 
 

892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God’s own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
2 All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come 

And shall take His harvest home, 
From His field shall in that day 
All offenses purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In His garner evermore. 

 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 86:11–15; antiphon: v. 6 

Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;* 
 listen to my | plea for grace. 
Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk | in your truth;* 
 unite my heart to | fear your name. 
I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with | my whole heart,* 
 and I will glorify your name for- | ever. 
For great is your steadfast | love toward me;* 
 you have delivered my soul from the depths | of Sheol. 
O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men | seek my life,* 
 and they do not set you be- | fore them. 
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious,* 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and | faithfulness. 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;* 
 listen to my | plea for grace. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever 
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here 
and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6–8 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 8:18–27 

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 



 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good 
seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be 
at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out 
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 
him hear.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
    From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day 
    Unawares o’ertaken; 
        For the foe, 
        Well we know, 
    Is a harvest reaping 
    While the saints are sleeping. 

 
2 Watch against the devil’s snares 

    Lest asleep he find you; 
For indeed no pains he spares 
    To deceive and blind you. 



        Satan’s prey 
        Oft are they 
    Who secure are sleeping 
    And no watch are keeping. 

 
3 Watch! Let not the wicked world 

    With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled 
    It betray and cheat you. 
        Watch and see 
        Lest there be 
    Faithless friends to charm you, 
    Who but seek to harm you. 

 
4 Watch against yourself, my soul, 

    Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control 
    Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
        Pride and sin 
        Lurk within, 
    All your hopes to shatter; 
    Heed not when they flatter. 

 
5 But while watching, also pray 

    To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, 
    Strength and faith increasing, 
        So that still 
        Mind and will 
    Shall unite to serve Him 
    And forever love Him. 

Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Redeemer and Lord of hosts, the future is in Your hands. Remove all fear from 
us, and keep us mindful that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of the church, look with favor upon those whom You have chosen to call 
sinners to repentance and proclaim Your Word of life. Especially Pastor Thieme 
and Pastor McCalley, missionaries Cheryl Magness, Mindy Thews, Hayden 
Rensner, Cory Rajek, and Kali Wood, and military chaplains James Hopkins and 
Edward Wright. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of heaven and earth, we give thanks that Your Son, Jesus Christ, died to 
redeem the world and restore creation. Until new life supplants the groanings of 
this age, lead us to steward Your creation well, not in waste but in wise and 
diligent use with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, pour out the blessing of Your Holy Spirit on the delegates who 
will assemble in convention this week. Give wisdom to those who propose, 
deliberate and decide for the work and welfare of our Synod. Guard all who 
speak and all who listen. Give us courage to do with integrity what we promise. 



Bless our plans and actions, and grant success. Only let our manner of life be 
worthy of the Gospel of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We give You thanks for all who serve as instruments of Your compassion, those 
who care for the elderly at home, and those who work in retirement and nursing 
facilities. Grant that we also may serve as Your hands, feet and voices to give 
comfort and company to the lonely. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Be patient with those who do not repent or believe. Send Your Holy Spirit to 
bring them into saving faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Guide the leaders of all nations, that they would work for peace and justice in 
the face of conflict and discord. By, or despite, their efforts, protect the weak 
and defenseless. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Loving Father, continue to look with compassion on all who call on Your name. 
Bless Deborah Payne (7/26) and all who celebrate Your many blessings. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We commend to You all who endure the bondage of decay through infirmity and 
weakness [especially Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, Linda 
Wunderlich, and Lonnie Thompson _____________]. Deliver them according to 
Your will, and strengthen and preserve their faith, that they may rejoice that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed in us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve us in hope for what we do not see. Grant that we would receive Your 
Holy Supper with hearts free from pride, presumption or any other sin that 
would profane His precious body and blood. May we rejoice in His bodily 
presence for our forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, You have called us according to Your purpose. You cause all things to 
work together for our good. Keep us safe until that day when You gather us with 
the saints into Your kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Offering / Offertory LSB 159 



C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death 
upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 
us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 



to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Sit 

 



Distribution 

 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 
4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

 
5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 
For round us falls the eventide. 
O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 
2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 
3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 



 
4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 

The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche 
Psalmen, 1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 
2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Text: Public domain 

 



In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of 
ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word 
Which through Your grace we now have heard. 
Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 
2 We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 

D 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Text: Public domain 
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