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September 17, 2023       ✞   Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are green. During this part of the church 

year, following Pentecost, we focus on Jesus’ teaching rather than 

on the events of His life. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

 

Last Sunday, September 10, 2023: 

Attendance: 75 (livestream error) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 12 / 16 / 3 

Offerings: $3072 / $12 / $360 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened this week at Calvary?  
Wednesday was a BIG DAY!: 

• The Calvary Choir and Mr. Zorena led chapel at Trinity. 

• Our Seniors lead Chapel with a message on our theme for the year: 
“Welcome in His Love” from Romans 15:7 

• On Wednesday, Family Groups met for the first time this school year! 
 

CALVARY ATHLETICS HOME GAMES!  
Show up! Be Loud! #FeeltheRoar 

• Soccer - Tuesday, Sept. 19 – vs Rolla Royals @ 5:00pm 
Check out our website calvarylhs.org for all events! 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NIGHTS at CALVARY HOME GAMES: 
Middle school students (grades 6-8) are invited to attend the Calvary soccer 
game on Tuesday, Sept 19 (5 p.m.) and the Calvary volleyball game on Monday, 
Sept 25 (6 p.m.). Students wearing a Calvary shirt OR a shirt representing their 
current school will receive free admission. Come out, rep your school and cheer 
for the Lions! 
 

FALL MUMS! – Certificates for mums can be purchased at the school office 
(573-638- 0228), or from a Calvary student. Certificates can be redeemed at 
Trinklein’s Greenhouse now through September 30. The cost is $12 each for a 9” 
Mum pot. Trinklein’s is open Mon - Sat, 10 am - 4 pm, and they are located at 
7518 Tanner Bridge Road, Jefferson City, MO. Funds raised will be used by 
Calvary students for their senior class gift toward school improvement. 
 

SURVIVE & THRIVE – High school is a time of great anticipation and perhaps 
great anxiety. Calvary is here to help! As 8th graders look forward to high school, 
Calvary will equip them for the next step at Survive and Thrive – a half-day event 
focused on high school readiness as a redeemed child of God – to not only 
survive high school, but to thrive! Contact John Christman or Abby Luebbert for 
interest in attending this event 11:30-2:30 on Tuesday, October 3.  
 

JOIN THE CALVARY TEAM: 

• BOOKKEEPER POSITION AVAILABLE – Calvary is seeking a 
mission-minded individual to serve immediately in the part-time position 
of bookkeeper/accountant. A job description for the position can be 
found on Indeed.com when searching for bookkeeper in Jefferson City.  
Applications can be submitted through Indeed.com or directly to John 
Christman at administrator@calvarylhs.org or 2525 Route B, Jefferson 
City, MO 65101. 

• OUR CHEERLEADERS NEED YOU! - Are you a fun, energetic team 
leader looking to cheer on our Calvary team? The CLHS cheerleaders 
are seeking a varsity cheer coach, ready to lead the charge in school 
spirit this 2023-2024 winter season. Resumes may be submitted to 
Calvary Lutheran High School, 2525 Rte. B, Jefferson City, MO 65101 

 

mailto:administrator@calvarylhs.org


Happening at St. John’s: 

 

Lifelight will begin this week. We will study Wilderness Wanderings, 

looking at portions of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy on 

Wednesday evenings for a 9-week series, supplemented by a few of 

Pastor Whittle’s pictures as appropriate. Books are available in the 

Narthex. 

 

Confirmation begins this week on Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the parish 

hall. 

 
German Dinner returns, Friday, Sept 22 at Bethany Lutheran Church, 1000 

Grand Ave, Eldon, MO. The menu includes German Beef Rouladen, Gravy, 

Noodles, Red Cabbage, and German Apple Cake. Call (815) 210-2920 for 

reservations (by Tues Sept 19). Tickets are $15 per person to be paid at the door. 

Doors open at 5pm. Dinner will be served at 5:30. Martin and Katy Luther will 

be hosting; expect door prizes and entertainment! 

 
“No matter what our days bring, God is the answer. His love never ends. His 

strength is our strength. He cares about each one of us in the most intimate of 

relationships. Through Jesus, we are His beloved children. We are here, in the 

land of the living, for His good purpose and at His will. Each day is a day that 

the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Barbara Lane Geistfeld, 

D.V.M., Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org 

 

LUTHERAN TALK AND MUSIC MOBILE APP…You can listen to 

Lutheran talk and music 24/7, anytime, anywhere with the free Lutheran Public 

Radio app.  You can download for your cell phone at the App Store, Google 

Play or at issuesetc.org. 

 

This week: 

 

Sunday, 9/17 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service   

   Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 

 

Tues, 9/19 6:30pm Confirmation 

Wed, 9/20 7pm Lifelight 

 

Sunday, 9/24 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 
    Let all who hear 
    Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
    Have you not seen 
    All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 
3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
    What need or grief 
    Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 
4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
    Ponder anew 
    What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
    Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 



forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 
 I have fled to you for | refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!* 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,* 
 for no one living is righteous be- | fore you. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 
 I have fled to you for | refuge! 

 

Kyrie 

 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout 
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what 
we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent 
a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say 
to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came 
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said 
to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little 
ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 



 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master 
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who 
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of 
the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor 
of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us 
dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one 
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master 



all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And 
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And 
in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 



1 “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
    You taught us, Lord, to pray; 
But You alone can grant us grace 
    To live the words we say. 

 
2 How can Your pardon reach and bless 

    The unforgiving heart 
That broods on wrongs and will not let 
    Old bitterness depart? 

 
3 In blazing light Your cross reveals 

    The truth we dimly knew: 
What trivial debts are owed to us, 
    How great our debt to You! 

 
4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

    And bid resentment cease; 
Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
    Our lives will spread Your peace. 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Heavenly Father, in Your mercy You have forgiven our insurmountable debt of 
sin, ransoming us with the death of Your Son. Free us from our grudges and 
unforgiving nature, lest through our lack of mercy we exclude ourselves from 
Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, as You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his suffering 
in Egypt, deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn patience in trials. Teach 
us to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for You and one 



another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We praise You, O Lord, for retaining among us Your Holy Word and Sacraments. 
Continue to raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, that repentance and 
the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name would be proclaimed in our midst and 
throughout the world. Prepare Your baptized children to be faithful confessors of 
the hope that is in them. Bless the work in Your kingdom of Pastor Lanning, 
Missionary Vance Becker, and military chaplains Winston Grieser, Gregory Jans, 
Timothy Steele, and Cody Norton. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Caring Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all harm and 
danger, and grant that we would dwell together in peace under the protection of 
Your holy angels. Bless those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries this 
week, including Jerry Schulte (9/17), Palmer Ott (9/19), and Clint & Abby Distler 
(9/22). Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P God of power and might, sustain the nations of the earth and lead them in the 
way of justice and truth. Defend life and liberty, and give us honest and faithful 
rulers, so that our nation may strive toward what is honorable, true and just. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm 
[especially Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, Lonnie Thompson, and 
Erman Loesch]. Grant them patience to endure their time of suffering and crown 
their days with Your mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful God, though we come to Your table as servants who owe a debt we 
cannot pay, Your Son has forgiven it in its entirety. As we receive His very body 
and blood for our forgiveness, let us be grateful and go out to serve others with 
the same spirit of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 



C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 



 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
    And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
    For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
    Comes our homage to demand. 

 
2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

    As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
    In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 
    His own self for heav’nly food. 

 
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

    Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 
    From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 
    As the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 



Veil their faces to the presence 
    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above 

1 Our Father, who from heav’n above 
Bids all of us to live in love 
    As members of one family 
    And pray to You in unity, 
Teach us no thoughtless words to say 
But from our inmost hearts to pray. 

 
2 Your name be hallowed. Help us, Lord, 

In purity to keep Your Word, 
    That to the glory of Your name 
    We walk before You free from blame. 
Let no false teaching us pervert; 
All poor deluded souls convert. 

 
3 Your kingdom come. Guard Your domain 

And Your eternal righteous reign. 
    The Holy Ghost enrich our day 
    With gifts attendant on our way. 
Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage; 
Preserve Your Church from age to age. 

 
4 Your gracious will on earth be done 

As it is done before Your throne, 
    That patiently we may obey 
    Throughout our lives all that You say. 
Curb flesh and blood and ev’ry ill 
That sets itself against Your will. 

 
5 Give us this day our daily bread, 

And let us all be clothed and fed. 
    Save us from hardship, war, and strife; 
    In plague and famine, spare our life, 
That we in honest peace may live, 
To care and greed no entrance give. 

 
6 Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, 

That they may trouble us no more; 
    We, too, will gladly those forgive 
    Who hurt us by the way they live. 
Help us in our community 
To serve each other willingly. 



 
7 Lead not into temptation, Lord, 

Where our grim foe and all his horde 
    Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand. 
    Help us resist, help us to stand 
Firm in the faith, a mighty host, 
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

 
8 From evil, Lord, deliver us; 

The times and days are perilous. 
    Redeem us from eternal death, 
    And, when we yield our dying breath, 
Console us, grant us calm release, 
And take our souls to You in peace. 

 
9 Amen, that is, so shall it be. 

Make strong our faith in You, that we 
    May doubt not but with trust believe 
    That what we ask we shall receive. 
Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1, 6, 8–9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2–5, 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 
1913–2001, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 6, 8–9): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–5, 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 



Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 
5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 



P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure 

1 Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, 
    Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 
Godhead, humanity, union supernal, 
    O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder: 
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 

 
2 Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder! 

    Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! 
    He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. 
Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 

 
3 Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. 

    See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress, 
    Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! 
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 

 
4 Jesus has come as the King of all glory! 

    Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r, 
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; 
    Welcome Him now in this fast-fleeting hour! 
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! 
Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory! 

Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693–1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903–2000, alt. 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 
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