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November 12, 2023 ® 24" Sunday after Pentecost

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are green as we approach the end of the
“ordinary time” of the church year, focusing on Jesus’ teaching
rather than on the particular events of His life. Soon we will begin
a new church year looking forward to His advent.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Last Sunday, November 5, 2023:
Attendance: 73 (2 livestream)
Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 22/12/2
Offerings: $3290 / $3.55 / $390 (electronic)



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

CALVARY INSIDER — What happened this week at Calvary?

e Pastor Tim Morris led chapel on Wednesday, sharing a message about
sacrifices.

e On Thursday, 18 students served local veterans at Operation Bugle Boy's
Veterans Appreciation Night. Calvary choir students also sang the National
Anthem!

e Calvary hosted guests for a Veterans Assembly at school on Friday morning.

5th ANNUAL “WEEK OF GIVING” IS HERE... For the past 19 years, students have
benefitted from the unparalleled opportunities available at Calvary to discover who
God has created and redeemed them to be. This week: Sunday, November 12t
through Saturday, November 18™, we invite you to consider donating during our 5%
Annual Week of Giving. No matter the size, all gifts make an impacts on a student,
giving them the privilege of combing their faith and education. Donations can be
made in-person, through the mail, or online at calvarylhs.org/support when you click
“Donate Now.” In addition to financial gifts, you might consider a...

e  Gift of Time: Calvary’s Gift is an amazing volunteer-driven organization
that moves the mission of Calvary Lutheran High School forward. Call 821-
8875 to learn about opportunities to invest your time in this noble endeavor.

e  Gift of Prayer: There is no doubt that Satan does not like the faithfulness
of God’s people. We are assured of God's listening ear and your prayers for
Calvary students are coveted. Thank you for praying for God’s guidance and
provision.

e  Gift of Legacy: How can your earthly blessings continue to support the
Lord’s work after you have received your crown of Life? This is the purpose
of Gift Planning. These conversations and planning processes are available
to you without cost. Contact John Christman for more information.

THE PLAN - Calvary has a long-term plan for enhancing the student experience. The
next step in the plan is to establish permanent homes for some of Calvary’s most
beloved program: performing arts, agriculture and athletics. If you would like to know
more about how to get involved, please contact John Christman (573-638-0228) for
more information.

SHADOWS WELCOME - The first applications for Calvary’s class of 2028 have
arrived! 8" grade students are welcome to schedule shadow days at Calvary with
interest in applying for the 2024-25 school year! If you know an 8% grader who would
benefit from a Christian high school education, please invite them to visit the school
with you. Parents, call us today to set up a shadow day for your child to experience
Calvary.
SAVE THE DATE —

Nov. 17 Calvary Thanksgiving Chapel & Feast (Parents and alumni
welcome!)

Nov. 21 Boys Basketball Opening Home Game (JVB/VB) at 4:30

Nov. 30 Girls Basketball Opening Home Game (VG/VB) at 5:00

Dec. 8 Christmas Concert at 7PM



Happening at St. John’s:

Adult Information Class will begin tonight. We will meet weekly at 7pm.
Please let Pastor Whittle know if you are interested, or if you know of someone
else who might be.

The Russellville Christmas Parade will be on Dec 2. Would you like to have a
church float (or other entry) in the parade? Please let Pastor Whittle know, and
we can get something started!

Are you crafty? Would you like to make some new banners for church?

“What could be more joyful and rewarding than to share with everyone the
best news they will ever hear: Jesus has saved you from sin and death and won
eternal life for you as a free gift of His love. Let’s roll up our sleeves and begin
today with the prayer, ‘Lord, help me be an eager worker in Your kingdom.’”’
Daily Devotions, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sister Lakes, Michigan — A Life
Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

RESPONDING TO ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY... When
people challenge the truths of the Christian faith, do find yourself at a loss for
answers? You can listen to the new audiobook, “Objections Overruled:
Answering Arguments against Christianity” at
issuesetc.org/objectionsoverruled. This new audiobook is free and produced by
Lutheran Public Radio based in Collinsville, IL. LPR produces radio talk
shows, podcasts, and 24/7 sacred music and talk stations.

This week:

Sunday, 11/12 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service
Fellowship
Holiday Mart at Immanuel, Honey Creek until
2pm
7pm  Adult Information Class

Tues, 11/14  6:30pm Confirmation Class
Wed, 11/15 7pm  Lifelight

Sunday, 11/19 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service
7pm  Adult Information Class


http://issuesetc.org/objectionsoverruled

Confession and Absolution

514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us

1  The Bridegroom soon will call us,
“Come to the wedding feast.”
May slumber not befall us
Nor watchfulness decrease.
May all our lamps be burning
With oil enough and more
That we, with Him returning,
May find an open door!

2 There shall we see in glory
Our dear Redeemer’s face;
The long-awaited story
Of heav’nly joy takes place:
The patriarchs shall meet us,
The prophets’ holy band;
Apostles, martyrs greet us
In that celestial land.

3 There God shall from all evil

Forever make us free,

From sin and from the devil,
From all adversity,

From sickness, pain, and sadness,
From troubles, cares, and fears,

And grant us heav’nly gladness
And wipe away our tears.

4 Inthat fair home shall never
Be silent music’s voice;
With hearts and lips forever
We shall in God rejoice,
While angel hosts are raising
With saints from great to least
A mighty hymn for praising
The Giver of the feast.
Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 2—4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.

Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409
Text (sts. 2—4): Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation



(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERF

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P} 0 almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

(P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 84:1, 9-12; antiphon: v. 3

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may |
lay her young,*

at your altars, O Lorp of hosts, my King | and my God.
How lovely is your | dwelling place,*

O |Lorp of hosts!
Behold our shield, | O God;*

look on the face of your a- | nointed!
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.*

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of |
wickedness.



For the Lorp God is a sun and shield; the Lorp bestows favor and | honor.*
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly.
O |Lorp of hosts,*
blessed is the one who | trusts in you!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may |
lay her young,*
at your altars, O Lorp of hosts, my King | and my God.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187

(P) Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Letus pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His
eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Amos 5:18-24

18Woe to you who desire the day of the Lorb!



Epistle

Why would you have the day of the LorD?
It is darkness, and not light,
1935 if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20Is not the day of the Lorp darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21“| hate, | despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps | will not listen.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep. >For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep. *For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. 7Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be
with the Lord. 8Therefore encourage one another with these words.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

LSB 190

Matthew 25:1-13



1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him.” 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But
the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” 1°And while they were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast,
and the door was shut. 1*Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” 13Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit

516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

1  “Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:



“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!
With bridal care
Yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,

And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.

For her Lord comes down all-glorious,

The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.

Now come, Thou Blessed One,

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son,
Hail! Hosannal!

We enter all

The wedding hall

To eat the Supper at Thy call.

3 Now let all the heav’'ns adore Thee,

Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.

Of one pearl each shining portal,

Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.

No eye has seen the light,

No ear has heard the might
Of Thy glory;

Therefore will we

Eternally

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556—-1608
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Offertory LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

Presentation of Offering



Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Lord, You are our help and deliverer. We bring to You the prayers and petitions
of Your people, that You may grant us all things needful and guard us against all
things harmful. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, preserve Your people from believing that You are pleased with us
because of our works or ceremonies. Grant that what we do in worship and
prayer may proclaim salvation in Christ Jesus alone. Strengthen all who proclaim
Your living Word to people who are dying in their sins, especially Pastor Lange,
missionary John Bombaro, and military chaplains Christopher Sutton, John
Bombaro, and Jason Bredeson. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, You bestow favor and honor and withhold nothing from those who
walk uprightly. Bless parents and those who teach children Your ways, that
generations to come would love Your promises, walk in Your truth and dwell in
Your house. Guide all of Your children to receive Your blessings with
thanksgiving, and bless especially Marguerite Young (11/12) and Emery Kautsch
(11/15). Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Righteous God, You despise corruption and command justice. Embolden our
rulers and all in authority to enact and defend measures that preserve peace and
provide justice for all. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, show mercy to those who cry aloud as they await Your Son’s
coming in glory [including Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, Lonnie
Thompson, and Marguerite Young ]. Answer them with strength
and healing, comfort and hope. Make them confident in Christ, who will raise His
people on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, Your Son will descend from heaven with a cry of command, raise those
who have fallen asleep and deliver us to Your kingdom of glory. Until that day,
strengthen us by His body and blood and prepare us for His coming in glory.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, grant that we may not grieve as those who have no hope but
rejoice and encourage each other in the promise of the resurrection to life
everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



(P) God of our salvation, we know neither the day nor the hour of Christ’s return,
but we know that He has died and is risen again to open the kingdom of heaven
to all believers. Until that day, preserve us in faith and guard us from temptation.
Do not let us be caught unprepared for His coming. Let us live our days in loving
service and joyful expectation of the life of the world to come; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

®=

Proper Preface

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;



give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.

Sit
Distribution

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table

1 Icome, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning



That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3 Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
Because | have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4 Weary am | and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain

5  What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,

The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677—-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise

1  Thine the amen Thine the praise
Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head
Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story
Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.

2 Thine the life eternally
Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree
All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing
Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

3 Thine the truly Thine the yes
Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee
Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing
Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.

4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize
Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise



Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story
Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.

5  Thine the glory in the night
No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree
Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy
Celebration jubilee

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926—-2009
Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

334 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You

1 O Lord, how shall | meet You,
How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You,
My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy,
Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly
All that may please You best.

2 Your Zion strews before You
Green boughs and fairest palms;
And | too will adore You
With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever
For You with praises new
And from Your name shall never
Withhold the honor due.

3 llayin fetters, groaning;

You came to set me free.

| stood, my shame bemoaning;
You came to honor me.

A glorious crown You give me,
A treasure safe on high

That will not fail or leave me
As earthly riches fly.

4 Love caused Your incarnation;
Love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling,
That led You to embrace



In love, all love excelling,
Our lost and fallen race.

5  Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv'n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’'n.

6  Hecomes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,

And guide us safely home.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal LSB 199

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this



salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

1 O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

2 O Father, light from heaven send;
As morning dew, O Son, descend.
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring:
To Jacob’s line rain down the King.

3 Oearth, in flow’ring bud be seen;
Clothe hill and dale in garb of green.
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare,
Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair.

4 O Fount of hope, how long, how long?
When will You come with comfort strong?
O come, O come, Your throne forego;
Console us in our vale of woe.

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.



6  Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7  There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore

Forever and forevermore.
Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909-67, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409
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