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December 3, 2023       ✞   First Sunday in Advent 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are blue as we begin a new year, looking 

forward to Christ’s coming. During the season of Advent, it is 

good to take time to examine yourself and reflect on your need for 

a Savior from sin and guilt. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

 

Thanksgiving, Nov 23, 2023: $990/65; Attendance : 41 / 2 

Last Sunday, November 26, 2023: 

Attendance: 82 (6 livestream) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 25 / 19 / 2 

Offerings: $2207 / $1.37 / $390 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened at Calvary last week you ask?    

• Boys and girls basketball teams had their first away games on 

Tuesday.  

• Pastor Wanner led chapel with a message on Vocation.  

• The Calvary Choir shared Christmas Carols at Cap Region on 
Friday afternoon. 

• Calvary students participated in Leaf Relief sponsored by 

Operation Bugle Boy. 
 

LION BASKETBALL – Upcoming games at home: 

Mon. 12/4 @6PM – Varsity Girls v. St. Elizabeth 

Fri. 12/15 @6PM – V Girls, V Boys v. Madison  

• Free admission to 6th-8th Grade students wearing a school shirt! 

Sat. 12/16 @1PM – Varsity Girls v. Rolla Royals  
Visit  calvarylhs.org/calendar/ to see the full calendar! 
 

CALVARY CHRISTMAS CONCERT – Join us this Friday, December 8th 
at 7:00 p.m. for the annual Calvary Christmas concert! Enjoy pieces 

performed by the Calvary Choirs and Band that are sure to get you ready 

for the Christmas season! 
 

$50 EARLY REGISTRATION BONUS – Registration is OPEN for the 

2024-2025 school year! Incoming 8th graders and current 9th, 10th, and 
11th grade students can already register for next year! When you apply 

or re-register for next school year with your $100 registration fee before 
January 2, 2024, you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s ’24-

’25 tuition. REGISTER TODAY! 
 

DONATE. SHOP. VOLUNTEER. – It’s a great time to visit Calvary’s 

Gift!  Doing some cleaning before the holidays? Donate your gently-used 

items. Then, do some holiday shopping for decorations, gifts, and more.  
You are also invited to come and volunteer at the store. This could mean 

sorting items, handling donations, or ringing up sales. Reach out by 
calling (573) 821-8875 to see where & when you can best fit. Stop by to 

donate and shop at 722 Jefferson Street! 
 

SAVE THE DATE –  

Jan. 5-6 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament 

Jan. 11-13 Calvary Archery Tournament 
Feb. 2-3 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 

Feb. 8  Discover Calvary Day (Visit Day for 7th Graders) 



Happening at St. John’s: 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Practice continues today. They 

will enjoy a light lunch and then begin practice. 

 

Adult Information Class is meeting weekly at 7pm. Please let 

Pastor Whittle know if you are interested, or if you know of 

someone else who might be. 

 
“In view of God’s display of love in Advent and Christmas, we gladly 

unite to praise Him. Christmas brings out that unity as we join with Mary 

and Joseph and shepherds and angels to glorify our Savior as one united 

family. For this reason, we pray as Paul did, ‘May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace as you trust in him.’” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. 

John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org     

 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON… “Savior of the 

Nations, Come,” “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes 

with Clouds Descending,” “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” “O 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  You can listen to sacred music for the 

Advent season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon Echo, 

Google Home, Apple HomePod and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile 

app. 

 
This week: 

 

Sunday, 12/.3 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service   

   Practice for Children’s Christmas Program 

  7pm Adult Information Class 

 

Tues, 12/5 6:30pm Confirmation Class 

 

Sunday, 12/10 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

   Fellowship 

   Practice for Children’s Christmas Program 

  7pm Adult Information Class 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HeWhcN1t22ueB6OxanmePrxkdmoOsFaCGATmNoa56oWpW29a55cJywxMccLrJr-03ZDdl8TurqtZ1UUoOKP8HZRi7rqHGVtZiJomJoPS-sF_8p-nnMa5LUuwA8PR20JIpO0-QDnHq5k4oniomVMdcWExMdKFt5pl&c=dOBFrNBN0QmTKvw4Adj8rrRFhiLCDqo1YzR1_FjZvQ9Eu_LwqWbdFg==&ch=1dqSdWCYE9wEq4phOurO9jkCsi1AnV4OdwxrE99w4WShJb1BQl8fFg==


Confession and Absolution 
 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 
2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 
3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 
5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 



We offer to Thy name. 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 



 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
To you, | O LORD,* 
 I lift | up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;* 
 let not my enemies exult | over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 
 or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 



 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 
 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
 and remember not iniquity forever. 
 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 



heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock 
crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I 
say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 



 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 
1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. 
Grobien, 1973 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 



Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the Lord’s grace and peace as we enter another Church Year, that God who is 
faithful would confirm the testimony about Christ among us as we wait for His 
revealing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For Matthew, our Synod president; Lee, our district president; Brian, our circuit 
visitor; for Pastor Lehenbauer and Pastor Morris and all pastors in Christ; for 
Debbie Dyjak, John Wolf, Gudula Tiews, Linda Becker, Anita Clausing, and all 
missionaries in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P That the Lord would renew the faith and quicken the love of all Christians, that 
we may be enriched in all speech and knowledge, especially those celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries including Nadine Marr (12/6), Mark Messer (12/7), 
Randy Marr (12/9), and Karen Jung (12/9),  let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the blessing of marriage and the faithfulness of husbands and wives; for the 
children entrusted to their care; for the loving care of children who have 
suffered abuse or neglect; and for those who open their homes to children in 
foster care, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For our nation, its leaders and our armed forces, that God would take them 
under His care and let His blessing rest upon them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick, troubled, grieving and dying, that they may receive grace according 
to God’s merciful will, especially for Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, 
Lonnie Thompson, and Marguerite Young, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all who await the second advent of Christ, that their shouts of “hosanna” 
might be answered now through Word and Sacrament and soon by Jesus’ return, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Gracious Father, You have made us glad to enter into Your presence to hear the 



good news of our Savior and receive Your gifts. Preserve Your Church against all 
her enemies, and lead us to walk in Your ways and to follow Your paths, that 
when Jesus returns in His glory we may welcome Him with glad hosannas; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

628 Your Table I Approach 

1 Your table I approach; 
    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart 
    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 
2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find 
    Forgiveness at Your hands. 



 
3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord, 
    In blest reality. 

 
4 Search not how this takes place, 

    This wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more 
    Than what we think could be. 

 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 
6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

331 The Advent of Our King 

1 The advent of our King 
    Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy. 

 
2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
    To set His servants free. 

 
3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
    The peace He comes to bring. 

 
4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite 
    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 
5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 



D 6 All glory to the Son, 
    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

354 Arise, O Christian People 

1 Arise, O Christian people! 
    Prepare yourselves today; 
Prepare to greet the Savior, 
    Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone 
    The truth and light were given; 
    The promised Lord from heaven 
To all the world is shown. 

 
2 Prepare the way before Him; 

    Prepare for Him the best. 
Cast out what would offend Him, 
    This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: 
    The lowly valleys raising, 
    The heights of pride abasing, 
His path all even lay. 

 
3 The humble heart and lowly 

    God raises up on high; 
Beneath His feet in terror 
    The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, 
    That heeds God’s invitation 
    And makes true preparation— 
It is the Lord’s delight. 

 
4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

    Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You 
    This blessèd Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low 
    Come now to dwell within me; 
    I’ll sing Your praises gladly 
And forth Your glory show. 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 



 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
    How welcome You aright? 



Your people long to greet You, 
    My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 
    Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
    All that may please You best. 

 
2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
    With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
    For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
    Withhold the honor due. 

 
3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 

    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 

 
4 Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
    Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
    That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
    Our lost and fallen race. 

 
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 
6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 



Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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