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December 24, 2023       ✞   Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are blue as we begin a new year, looking 

forward to Christ’s coming. During the season of Advent, it is 

good to take time to examine yourself and reflect on your need for 

a Savior from sin and guilt. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

 

Last Sunday, December 17, 2023: 

Attendance: 84 (5 livestream) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 17 / 9 / 2 

Offerings: $2352/ $3.00 / $690 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! – The Calvary family wishes you a very blessed 

Christmas! As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we pray it is also a 
time to celebrate with loved ones. May your home be filled with God’s 

peace and joy!  
 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened at Calvary last week you ask? 

• Students finished out the semester strong with finals Monday 

and Tuesday. 

• Students and alumni enjoyed a Game Night on Tuesday to start 
Christmas Break! 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK – To celebrate the Christmas season, Calvary will 
be out of school from December 20 through January 2. In order to allow 

our staff to spend time with their families, the office will be closed Dec. 
21 through Jan. 1. The office will resume regular hours on January 2.  
 

LION BASKETBALL – Home games over Christmas Break: 
Sat. 12/28 @2PM – Varsity Boys v. Rolla Royals 

Sat. 12/29 @1PM – Varsity Girls v. Christian (O'Fallon) 

Live stream the games: twitch.tv/calvarylhs 

Visit  calvarylhs.org/calendar/ to view the full calendar! 
 

$50 EARLY REGISTRATION BONUS – Registration is OPEN for the 

2024-2025 school year! Incoming 9th graders and current 9th, 10th, and 

11th grade students can already register for next year! When you apply 
or re-register for next school year with your $100 registration fee before 

January 2, 2024, you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s ’24-
’25 tuition. REGISTER TODAY! 
 

CALVARY’S GIFT: OUT FOR CHRISTMAS! - The volunteers will be 
taking a break for the holidays, so the store is closed Dec. 24 -Jan 10. In 

the New Year donate your gently-used items. You are also invited to 

volunteer at the store. This could mean sorting items, handling 
donations, and ringing up sales. Come see where you can help out in the 

New Year! Call (573) 821-8875. 
 

SAVE THE DATE –  

Jan. 5-6 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament 
Jan. 11-13 Calvary Archery Tournament 

Feb. 2-3 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 
Feb. 8  Discover Calvary Day (Visit Day for 7th Graders) 
 



Happening at St. John’s: 

Ladies’ Aid Brunch for Calvary is today. A free will offering will be 

given to Calvary. Soup and salad will be provided, would like donations 

of desserts. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Practice continues today. They will 

enjoy a light lunch and then begin practice. 

 

“I don’t know what exactly you expect this Christmas. But I can tell 

you to set your expectations high as you listen to God’s Advent call. 

Listen to His promises. Look in the manger. And you’ll find hope and 

unity now and into eternity.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org   

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SUNDAY MORNING…Issues, Etc. is a 

radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio 

in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can 

listen to weekly studies of the Biblical texts, prayers and hymns of the 

day.  Pastor Sean Daenzer of LCMS Worship leads us through the three-

year lectionary.  Pastor Will Weedon of “The Word of the Lord Endures 

Forever” leads us through the one-year lectionary.  You can listen at your 

convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite 

podcast provider. 

 
This week: 

 

Sunday, 12/24 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

  7pm Children’s Christmas Program 

  9pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

Monday, 12/25 9am Christmas Morning Divine Service 

 

Sunday, 12/31 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

Monday, 1/1 9am New Years’ Day service 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 
1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. 
Grobien, 1973 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 



 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;* 
 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.* 



 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 
 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 
 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;* 
 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 
 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my 
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have 
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I 
have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, 
that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever 
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place 
and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 



from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make 
you a house. . . . 
 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your 
throne shall be established forever.’” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 16:25–27 

 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore 
through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 



 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 



according to their needs. 
 
O Lord, our God, nothing is impossible with You. Grant us faith to believe Your 
Word and follow the example of Your servant Mary, to receive the miraculous 
gift of Your Son, our Immanuel. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Eternal God, Your Word has been sent forth into the world to the joy and 
edification of Your holy people. Encourage, comfort and strengthen all who hear 
it. Grant faith to those who do not know You, both here and abroad, that all 
peoples may sing to Your name and extol Your goodness. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, fill all who hear Your Word with joy and peace in believing. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, our God, bless Matthew, our Synod president; Lee, our district president; 
Brian, our circuit visitor; Pastor Kopper; and missionaries Ronald Rall, Carol 
Halter, and Noel Schaff, that like the angel Gabriel, they may be faithful 
messengers of Your Good News. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, our God, let Your favor rest upon all pregnant women and mothers of 
young children, that they may rejoice in the blessing of new life You give. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, our God, continue to shower Your blessings on Your people. Open their 
hearts to receive with thanksgiving all of Your good gifts. Bless especially those 
who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, including Kenny Walker (12/24), 
Linette Meller (12/28), and Tim & Linette Meller (12/28). Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of lords, by the reign of Your Son You govern all things in heaven and earth. 
Raise up true Davids among us to govern our land in faithfulness and in humble 
strength to do Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, our God, uphold [Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, Lonnie 
Thompson, Marguerite Young, Lee Roy Wunderlich,  and] all who suffer in mind 
or body. Give them the knowledge of Christ, their Immanuel, who is with them in 
their trials. Grant them health and healing in accord with Your perfect will. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, our God, give us joy that as surely as Your Son was conceived in blessed 
Mary at Your Word, so He comes to abide in us also at Your Word in the blessed 
Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our 
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 



          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior 

1 Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, 
Who in Thy Sacrament art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail, 
Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail. 

 
2 In this memorial of Thy death, O Lord, 

Thou dost Thy body and Thy blood afford: 
Oh, may our souls forever feed on Thee, 



And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be. 
 
3 Thou, like the pelican to feed her brood, 

Didst pierce Thyself to give us living food; 
Thy blood, O Lord, one drop has pow’r to win 
Forgiveness for our world and all its sin. 

 
4 Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God: 

Cleanse us, unclean, with Thy most cleansing blood; 
Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow. 

 
5 O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 

May what we thirst for soon our portion be: 
To gaze on Thee unveiled and see Thy face, 
The vision of Thy glory, and Thy grace. 
Amen. 

Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Stephen P. 
Starke, 1955 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

354 Arise, O Christian People 

1 Arise, O Christian people! 
    Prepare yourselves today; 
Prepare to greet the Savior, 
    Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone 
    The truth and light were given; 
    The promised Lord from heaven 
To all the world is shown. 

 
2 Prepare the way before Him; 

    Prepare for Him the best. 
Cast out what would offend Him, 
    This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: 
    The lowly valleys raising, 
    The heights of pride abasing, 
His path all even lay. 

 
3 The humble heart and lowly 

    God raises up on high; 
Beneath His feet in terror 
    The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, 
    That heeds God’s invitation 
    And makes true preparation— 
It is the Lord’s delight. 



 
4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

    Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You 
    This blessèd Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low 
    Come now to dwell within me; 
    I’ll sing Your praises gladly 
And forth Your glory show. 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

1 The night will soon be ending; 
    The dawn cannot be far. 
Let songs of praise ascending 
    Now greet the Morning Star! 
All you whom darkness frightens 
    With guilt or grief or pain, 
God’s radiant Star now brightens 
    And bids you sing again. 

 
2 The One whom angels tended 

    Comes near, a child, to serve; 
Thus God, the judge offended, 
    Bears all our sins deserve. 
The guilty need not cower, 
    For God has reconciled 
Through His redemptive power 
    All those who trust this child. 

 
3 The earth in sure rotation 

    Will soon bring morning bright, 
So run where God’s salvation 
    Glows in a stable’s light. 
As old as sin’s perversion 
    Is mercy’s vast design: 
God brings a new creation— 
    This child its seal and sign. 

 
4 Yet nights will bring their sadness 

    And rob our hearts of peace, 
And sin in all its madness 
    Around us may increase. 
But now one Star is beaming 
    Whose rays have pierced the night: 
God comes for our redeeming 
    From sin’s oppressive might. 

 



5 God dwells with us in darkness 
    And makes the night as day; 
Yet we resist the brightness 
    And turn from God away. 
But grace does not forsake us, 
    However far we run. 
God claims us still as children 
    Through Mary’s infant Son. 

Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 



A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 
2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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