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Brian Whittle, Pastor
Email: stjohnstringtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnstringtown.org
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December 31, 2023 ¥  First Sunday after Christmas

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are white as the celebration of Christmas
continues. The celebration lasts twelve days, ending at Epiphany,
January 6.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Last Sunday, December 24, 2023:
Unknown at time of printing

Thank you to Pastor Spotts for filling in while Pastor Whittle is on
vacation.



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

MERRY CHRISTMAS! — The Calvary family wishes you a very blessed
Christmas! As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we pray it is also a
time to celebrate with loved ones. May your home be filled with God’s
peace and joy!

CALVARY INSIDER — What happened at Calvary last week you ask?
e Students finished out the semester strong with finals Monday
and Tuesday.
e Students and alumni enjoyed a Game Night on Tuesday to start
Christmas Break!

CHRISTMAS BREAK — To celebrate the Christmas season, Calvary will
be out of school from December 20 through January 2. In order to allow
our staff to spend time with their families, the office will be closed Dec.
21 through Jan. 1. The office will resume regular hours on January 2.

LION BASKETBALL — Home games over Christmas Break:
Sat. 12/28 @2PM — Varsity Boys v. Rolla Royals
Sat. 12/29 @1PM — Varsity Girls v. Christian (O'Fallon)
Live stream the games: twitch.tv/calvarylhs
Visit calvarylhs.org/calendar/ to view the full calendar!

$50 EARLY REGISTRATION BONUS — Registration is OPEN for the
2024-2025 school year! Incoming 9th graders and current 9th, 10th, and
11th grade students can already register for next year! When you apply
or re-register for next school year with your $100 registration fee before
January 2, 2024, you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s '24-
"25 tuition. REGISTER TODAY!

CALVARY'’S GIFT: OUT FOR CHRISTMAS! - The volunteers will be
taking a break for the holidays, so the store is closed Dec. 24 -Jan 10. In
the New Year donate your gently-used items. You are also invited to
volunteer at the store. This could mean sorting items, handling
donations, and ringing up sales. Come see where you can help out in the
New Year! Call (573) 821-8875.

SAVE THE DATE -

Jan. 5-6Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament

Jan. 11-13 Calvary Archery Tournament

Feb. 2-3 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament

Feb. 8 Discover Calvary Day (Visit Day for 7" Graders)



Happening at St. John’s:

We will gather for New Years’ Day service, commemorating the
circumcision and naming of Jesus.

“While it is true that we need to be good stewards of God’s earthly
gifts, it is sinful to think that we are in full control of preserving this
world. It is sinful to fret about the destruction of this world before the
Last Day. This world will not run out of natural resources. We will not
be wiped out by climate change, a worldwide pandemic, or a meteor
shower if and when those things happen. God says that as long as this
earth endures—until Judgment Day—seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease. God is in
control. God will protect, provide, and preserve this world. Trust in God
and see His grace and mercy, especially when sin affects this world.
Trust that He gives you what you don’t deserve and more than you could
imagine.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Redwood Falls, Minnesota — A4 Life Quote from Lutherans For Life ¢
lutheransforlife.org

STUDY GOD’S WORD IN 2024... LCMS Stewardship has
encouraged Lutherans to spend 1% every day (14 minutes) in God’s
Word and prayer. The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily, 15-
minute, verse-by-verse Bible study produced by Lutheran Public Radio
and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon. Pastor Weedon is currently
leading a study on the Book of Colossians. You can listen

at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app or your favorite podcast
provider.

This week:

Sunday, 12/31 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service
Monday, 1/1  9am  New Years Day service
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

Sunday, 1/7  9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n61F-W5SCBNn1nwIMz-_Swj9QFwsTHrMWtvQeIfO8zCBQv39t_sBy-uj1AJ91zsrPk4HRNcpwh-Eyvg8o7cQ60SBRMIYTBf1kwmmkbtzSY-eNAyqW7TX2SR6l4azeuN5Z0u2xNjlRRhbuudtocb1jw==&c=bX5Bz1j6yjK_bWnxfd25NKTYxMp-4TP0RxC8WCTKVOUhjgiwLGXa4A==&ch=3_j2uTGLeWBOsZ9c7AyHcMz-qCBMZ0YWIhZByKjV6vxcy5bmKk9Mlg==

Confession and Absolution

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

2 What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many_a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.

3 Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.

4 As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

5  Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
| may cling to You in faith,

Safely kept through life and death.

6  Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
| with joy will see Your face,

Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us



forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O v O Do

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

P Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10

The Lorp has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LorDp a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The Lorp has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lorp, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LorDp has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.



Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187

P Glory be to God on high:
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

P Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3

10] will greatly rejoice in the Lorp;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord Gop will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

1For Zion's sake | will not keep silent,



and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lorp will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorb,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Epistle Galatians 4:4-7

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but ason, and if a
son, then an heir through God.

A Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
C  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”) 2%and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Z2Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took
him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation



31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 4°And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit

389 Let All Together Praise Our God
1 Letall together praise our God



Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’'n again

To give us His own Son,

To give us His own Son.

2 He leaves His heav'nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

3 Within an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.

4 He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.

5 Heisaservant,|alord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6 Heisthe key and He the door
To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

D 7  Yourgrace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;

We praise You evermore.
Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; (sts. 1, 3—7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845—
1923, alt.
Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409
Text (st. 2): Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Offertory LSB 192

C

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

Presentation of Offering

Prayer of the Church

p

Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons
and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call to You in His name. Give us grace to rejoice
in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lead Your Church, Lord, to follow the example of blessed Simeon, that all
baptized Christians would embrace the Christ Child by Word and faith, and so be
ready to depart whenever they are called. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named, bless Christian
families with Your promises. Give parents diligence and delight in their work, and
grant Your favor on all children, that they may grow in strength and wisdom.
Bless widows, orphans and broken families also with Your mercy, and give them
joy in the redemption You have won for us in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, mighty Lord, You have given power to the nations and to those who
govern for the good of their people. Bless our president, Congress, governor and
all our leaders, that justice may prevail and Your people would be free to live at
peace with all. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from loneliness. Comfort
them with the sure and certain knowledge that You will never forsake them. Give
them family and friends within the household of faith with whom they can find
loving companionship. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers

[including ]. Surround them with Your love in Christ and,
according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort those who mourn,
[especially ,] and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Father of lasting peace, show Your mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper



this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of
Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in peace
according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your
dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from
the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever
stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C Itis meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

p

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

C

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162



P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.

Sit
Distribution

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

1 Theinfant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,



Anointed from eternity.

2 This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4  But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5 Theveil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7  With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

332 Savior of the Nations, Come

1  Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh.

3 Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.



4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,
His heroic course began.

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

D 8 Glory to the Fathersing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340—397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds,
1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A.
Grobien, 1973
Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain
Text (sts. 3, 6~7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder

1  Agreat and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain

ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

2 The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain

3 While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,



And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

4 Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’'em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

5 Allidols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,

Decreeing endless peace. Refrain
Text: Germanus, c. 634—c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal LSB 199

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Salutation LSB 201

P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.



Benedicamus LSB 202

A Bless we the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

ref Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1  While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

2  The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Downin alonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work Il, 1873-1925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual
Text: Public domain
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