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January 21, 2024       ✞   3nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are green for the season of Epiphany. This 

season in the church year focuses on the life of Jesus and the 

events which took place during His ministry. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

 

1/14 Attend: 1 (22 livestream) ;  

Offerings: $390 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened at Calvary last week, you ask?    

• Pastor Spotts led chapel, sharing a message on the Sanctity of 

Life. 

• 25 students plus chaperones traveled on Wednesday to Washing 

DC. On Thursday, they took part in the National March for Life.  
 

LION ATHLETICS – Cheer on our lions for the Homecoming basketball 

games! 
Fri. 1/26 @ 6PM – Varsity Girls & Varsity Boys vs. Bunceton-

Prairie Home 

Live stream home games at twitch.tv/calvarylhs 

 

DISCOVER CALVARY DAY! – Plans are underway for a prospective 
student Visit Day event on February 6th! This day is intended for 7th 

grade students to discover the advantages of a Lutheran high school 
education and the many opportunities available at Calvary. If you know a 

7th grader (or 8th grader, if they haven’t attended before) who would 

benefit from knowing more about the Calvary experience, contact John 
Christman at 573-638-0228 to learn more. 

REGISTER TODAY! – We look forward to having new and returning 
students join together in the Calvary family next year. The early 

registration cost is $100 when you apply or re-enroll for next school year 

by Friday, March 1, 2024. The tuition deposit is waived! REGISTER 
TODAY! 

NEXT CALVARY BLOOD DRIVE – Mark your calendars for the next 
Calvary blood drive on Tuesday, February 20 from 1-6 p.m. in the Café 

at Calvary Lutheran High School. Please consider donating to help save a 

life! 
 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK! – Want to see the 

exciting things happening on a daily basis? Curious to know about snow 
days and special events? Follow @calvary.lhs on Instagram & Like our 

Facebook page at facebook.com/calvarylhs.  
 

SAVE THE DATE –  

Jan. 26 Homecoming Basketball Games 

Feb. 2-3 Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 

Feb. 6  Discover Calvary Day (Visit Day for 7th Graders) 

 



Happening at St. John’s: 

 

The annual voters’ meeting is today. We will eat lunch after 

church. Meat and drinks will be provided. Please bring side dish or 

dessert to share. 

 

“As Christians, each one of us should be deeply steeped in God’s 

Word. That is where the truth lies. We don’t want to be ‘right’ for 

our own sake so we can boast in our ‘right-ness.’ We should want 

to be ‘right’ because God is revealing His truth to us, and we have 

been aligned with His truth. As we labor together in the life arena, 

let each one of us be so grounded in God’s Word that we recognize 

God’s truth and speak it in love.” Barbara Lane Geistfeld, DVM, 

Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org   
 

RUTH BIBLE STUDY…The Word of the Lord Endures Forever 

is a daily 15 minute verse-by-verse Bible study produced by 

Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS 

Pastor Will Weedon.  Pastor Weedon begins a study this week on 

The Book of Ruth.  You can listen at your convenience 

at thewordendures.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple 

HomePod, the LPR mobile app or your favorite podcast provider. 

 
This week: 

 

Sunday, 1/21 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

   Lunch (meat and drinks are provided) 

   Annual Meeting 

 

Tues, 1/23 6:30pm Confirmation Class 

 

Sunday, 1/28 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

 

 

http://www.thewordendures.org/


Confession and Absolution 
 

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
    That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
    Deep guile and great might 
    Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 
2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
    Of Sabaoth Lord, 
    And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 
3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
    They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
    He can harm us none. 
    He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 
4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
    Though these all be gone, 
    Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 3 

From the rising of the sun to its | setting,* 
 the name of the LORD is | to be praised! 
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants | of the LORD,* 
 praise the name | of the LORD! 
Blessèd be the name | of the LORD* 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore! 



The LORD is high above all | nations,* 
 and his glory above the | heavens! 
He raises the poor | from the dust* 
 and lifts the needy from the | ash heap, 
to make them sit with | princes,* 
 with the princes of his | people. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
From the rising of the sun to its | setting,* 
 the name of the LORD is | to be praised! 

 

Kyrie 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

 1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to 



Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented 
of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From 
now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who 
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who 
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 
this world is passing away. 
 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the 
things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about 
worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the 
unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be 
holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how 
to please her husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon 
you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” 
 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And 



immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired servants and followed him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

1 O Christ, our true and only light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice 



And in Your fold with us rejoice. 
 
2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
Enlighten those whose inmost minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 
3 O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 
In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 
4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 
5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n 
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For faithfulness and urgency in the Church, that as this world passes away, we 
may be bold to proclaim the kingdom of God come near in Christ Jesus, who 
does not desire the death of a sinner but that all would repent and believe the 
Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the Church’s mission, that as Christ called Peter and Andrew, James and John 



to follow Him and made them fishers of men, He would send faithful preachers 
also in our time; for those who generously support the missionaries, seminaries, 
colleges and other institutions of our Church for the spread of the Gospel and 
the service of God’s people; and for Pastor Schiefer, missionaries Lindsay 
Cundiff, Dale Kaster, Gustavo Maita, and Steven Mahlburg, and military 
chaplains Coleman Geraci and Jason Dart, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For Christians in every home, that they may have constancy and contentment in 
their God-given stations despite every current distress as the present form of 
this world passes away; for the married, that God would give them comfort and 
faithfulness, strengthening them also to pass on the faith to the next generation; 
for the unmarried, that assured of the holiness of their place in life, they would 
live freed from anxiety and attend to holiness in body and spirit with undivided 
devotion to Christ; and for Ronald Marr (1/21) and all who celebrate the Lord’s 
wonderful gifts, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For our nation with its rulers, that God would spare Joseph, our president; 
Michael, our governor; and all who serve for the good of this people; that God 
would call to repentance those who have forgotten Him; and that He would not 
let disaster befall us, but preserve us in peace and quietness, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all of us, that our merciful Father would turn us from every distracting 
anxiety and the dealings of this world that would draw our hearts away from His 
blessed Gospel and its end, eternal life; for confidence in the resurrection and 
the peace of a clean conscience by the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name; and 
that God would graciously behold and help those for whom we pray, [especially 
Paula Scheperle, Lois Belshe, Cindy Eggen, Lonnie Thompson, and Marguerite 
Young_____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all who come to the Holy Sacrament, that the Holy Spirit would work 
repentance and faith in us, united in a sincere confession of His divine truth at 
this altar, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 



Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in 
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 



this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 
peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 
4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 



 
5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 
For round us falls the eventide. 
O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 
2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 
3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 

 
4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 

The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche 
Psalmen, 1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

730 What Is the World to Me 

1 What is the world to me 
    With all its vaunted pleasure 
When You, and You alone, 
    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, 
    My soul’s delight shall be; 



You are my peace, my rest. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 
Yet never once reflects 
    That they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize 
    Above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 
Yet never is content 
    Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good, 
    Content with it I’ll be: 
My Jesus is my wealth. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, 
    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, 
    My bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I declare: 
    What is the world to me! 

Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 



 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

836 O God of Light 

1 O God of light, Your Word, a lamp unfailing, 
    Shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way 
And show Your grace, Your plan for us unveiling, 
    And guide our footsteps to the perfect day. 

 
2 From days of old, through blind and willful ages, 

    Though we rebelled, You gently sought again 
And spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages, 
    Who wrote with eager or reluctant pen. 

 
3 Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing 

    To sinful hearts Your justice and Your grace; 
And questing spirits, longing for Your healing, 
    See Your compassion in the Savior’s face. 

 
4 To all the world Your summons You are sending, 



    Through all the earth, to ev’ry land and race, 
That myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 
    May praise and celebrate Your gift of grace. 

Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883–1954, alt. 
Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110003409 
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