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August 24, 2025       ✞   St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are red as we remember St. Bartholomew, 

one of the Apostles called by Jesus to proclaim His grace to the 

world. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

Sunday, August 17, 2025: 

Attendance: 84 (4 livestream) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 14 / 21 / 6 

Offerings: $2010 / $20 / $170 (electronic) 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER - What went on at Calvary this week? 

• The first full week of classes is in the books! It is an absolute 

delight to hear laughter and chatter in the hallways with 112 
students rekindling friendships, meeting new classmates, and 

building relationships with their teachers.  

• Pastor Lange led chapel and shared a message from Luke 24. 

• Students and staff shared their best smiles for picture day on 
Wednesday.  

• The Calvary school family hosted its annual Back-to-School BBQ 

on-campus Friday night. Fun and fellowship were enjoyed by all! 
 

TUNE IN FOR WEEKLY CHAPEL – Join us every Wednesday morning 

for chapel at 10:30am online at twitch.tv/calvarylhs or our Facebook 

page. We would love to have you worship with our students and faculty. 
Each week, chapel is led by a different local pastor, church worker, or 

Calvary staff member. 
 

CALVARY ATHLETICS HOME OPENERS!  

Show up! Be Loud! #FeeltheRoar 

• Baseball - Friday, Aug 29 - Baseball vs Prairie Home, 5:00pm 

• Volleyball - Friday, Aug 29 - Volleyball vs Bunceton, 6:00pm 

• Soccer - Monday, Sept 8 – Soccer vs Fulton, 5:00pm 
Check out our website calvarylhs.org for all events! 
 

JOIN THE CALVARY TEAM – Calvary is seeking mission-minded 
individuals to complete the team: 

• Part-time, Weekend Custodian 

• Assistant Volleyball Coach 

• Volunteer Assistant Soccer Coach 

Applications can be submitted to John Christman at 
administrator@calvarylhs.org  
 

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS – Are you a Thrivent member and have 
Thrivent Action Team grants available?  Now that school has started, if 

you would like to help with special events at Calvary, we have a number 

of projects that could be blessed by an action team grant!  Contact John 
Christman or Erich Ahlers to find out more. 
 

Save the Date- 

Sept 9   Volleyball Middle School Night, 5:00 PM 

Sept 22  Soccer Middle School Night, 4:30 PM 

Oct 9-11 Fall Drama   

mailto:administrator@calvarylhs.org


Happening at St. John’s: 

 

Lifelight will begin soon. Watch here for more details! 

 

 “We stand together, one in mind and heart, and with one voice, in 

defense of the lives of our unborn children—God’s precious little ones. 

Yet, what we stand for is not only the lives of these precious unborn 

children but also the moms, the dads, the grandmas and grandpas, the 

young and the old, the healthy and the sick and dying. What we stand for 

is the very value—the very gift—of life itself.” Pastor Paul Clark, LFL 

of Michigan – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org 

 

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS SERIES… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk 

show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL 

and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen to a series of 

interviews with Dr. Reed Lessing, author of the new book “Hope in the 

Wilderness: Practical Insights from the Book of Numbers,” 

at issuesetc.org/bookofnumbers. 

 

This week: 

 

Sunday, 8/24 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service 

  4-7pm Visitation for Patty Ott – Trimble, Russellville 

  6:30pm Introduction to Confirmation 

 

Monday, 8/25 10:30am Funeral for Patty Ott 

 

Sunday, 8/31 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fFPXphksZsVyUXgxGwHBU-3Qhapg7SoXTr6m4p4j3HF9sujmFwhd1Z852hO85UqJ12I0tbzzxghDdu7FGo3QxhjX1OEn0PyrIro9N92VzFSpmZRCbSx_XbIp0h2JGI0IqshMHoHvPqikdMVWot7hbm8udwyp7m-spung9xZjc-g=&c=fbLKXnUT03-TMhSr53YcBb8UFkF3vVlYvoJ17kMgzcZuP1p8M51JuA==&ch=31gFQ1egbeaMZbafZZQTDs52iDJzfOPmkgRU5tf2M-5MFai010r6HA==


Saints Who Have Gone Before 
 

Today, we remember St. Bartholomew. He is only mentioned four times 

in the Scriptures, and each time in the company of Philip and others. 

Nothing is specifically mentioned about his unique contribution, beyond 

that he was one of the twelve apostles called directly by Jesus. 

Tradition tells us a little bit more about him. Eusebius, who was one of 

the first to write of the history of the church outside of the accepted 

Scriptures (he wrote in the early 4th century), explained that 

Bartholomew went to India to proclaim the Gospel there (and he left a 

copy of Matthew’s Gospel with them). He is thought to have brought 

Christianity to Armenia, which became the first nation to officially adopt 

Christianity. Little else is known specifically. 

One might wonder why the church dedicates a day to a figure about 

whom we know so little. Bartholomew is a good example that we do not 

worship individuals, but we worship the One who called them. We do 

not praise Bartholomew for what he did, but we give thanks that God 

would work through him to spread His Gospel! 

In the Augsburg Confession, the first Lutherans said that “concerning 

the cult of saints our people teach that the saints are to be remembered 

so that we may strengthen our faith when we see how they experienced 

grace and how they were helped by faith” (AC XXI). It is appropriate that 

we recognize those who have gone before us and have died in the faith, 

as examples. First and foremost, they are examples of walking by faith, 

not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). They are often examples of remaining 

faithful even through persecution or other suffering. This points not to 

their stamina or abilities under pressure, but to the God who sustained 

them through thick and through thin. 

Though we do not have days set aside for more than a few Biblical 

saints, it is appropriate that we remember all who have died in the faith 

– those to whom God has given the crown of life. 

To God be the glory! Amen.   



Confession and Absolution 
 

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 

    “All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 

    Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 

Take My example for your guide. 

 

2 “I am the light, I light the way, 

    A godly life displaying; 

I bid you walk as in the day; 

    I keep your feet from straying. 

I am the way, and well I show 

How you must sojourn here below. 

 

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

    My soul with love is glowing; 

And gracious words My lips express, 

    With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 

To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 

4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 

    What harms your soul’s salvation, 

Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 

    From sin and its temptation. 

I am the refuge of the soul 

And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

    And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word, 

    In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain 

The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und 
Lobgesänge, 1695 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 



 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 89:1, 5, 15–16; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

 and shall not be | put to shame. 

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;* 



 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | 

ations. 

Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O LORD,* 

 your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 

Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 

 who walk, O LORD, in the light | of your face, 

who exult in your name | all the day* 

 and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

 and shall not be | put to shame. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 

free to be people of God. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 

glory are His. 

 



This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 

creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb 

forever. Amen. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, chose Bartholomew to be an 

apostle to preach the blessed Gospel. Grant that Your Church may 

love what he believed and preach what he taught; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Proverbs 3:1–8 

1My son, do not forget my teaching, 

 but let your heart keep my commandments, 
2for length of days and years of life 

 and peace they will add to you. 
3Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; 

 bind them around your neck; 

 write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4So you will find favor and good success 

 in the sight of God and man. 
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

 and do not lean on your own understanding. 



6In all your ways acknowledge him, 

 and he will make straight your paths. 
7Be not wise in your own eyes; 

 fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
8It will be healing to your flesh 

 and refreshment to your bones. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 4:7–10 

 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 

power belongs to God and not to us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but 

not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body 

the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our 

bodies. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 1:43–51 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 

said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 

Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 

indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael said to him, “How do 

you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael answered him, 



“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 

answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do 

you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 
1 God has spoken by His prophets, 

    Spoken His unchanging Word; 

Each from age to age proclaiming 

    God, the one, the righteous Lord. 

In the world’s despair and turmoil, 

    One firm anchor holds us fast: 

God is king, His throne eternal; 

    God the first, and God the last. 

 

2 God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 

    Christ, the everlasting Son, 

Brightness of the Father’s glory, 

    With the Father ever one; 

Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 

    God of God, before time was; 

Light of Light, to earth descending, 

    He reveals our God to us. 

 

3 God is speaking by His Spirit, 

    Speaking to our hearts again, 

In the ageless Word declaring 

    His own message, now as then. 

Through the rise and fall of nations 

    One sure faith yet standing fast; 

God abides, His Word unchanging; 

    God the first, and God the last. 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. 
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110003409 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, grant us repentant faith to strive to enter 

ever more deeply into Your blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. By 

the witness of Your saints, gather many from the very corners of this world 

to enter Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 



O Lord, prosper Your Church, the preaching of the Word, and the work of 

all pastors and church workers, especially Pastor Guillaume Williams, 

missionary Kathy Schultheis, and military chaplains Kenneth Bomberger, 

Daniel Maske, and Gregory Todd. Guide and strengthen the catechumens 

and all who teach and learn Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called fathers to bring up their 

children in Your fear and love. Sanctify and sustain them through Your 

Word, that they would lovingly discipline their children and so show forth 

Your own divine care for Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Eternal King, the kingdoms and nations of this world rise and fall while 

Your Church remains before You. Give Your Church a holy confidence in 

Your eternal life so she fears no worldly threat and ministers to the nations 

boldly and faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving Father, we give You thanks for all of the blessings of body and soul. 

Continue to look with your favor on all who celebrate this week, especially 

those who mark birthdays and anniversaries, including Barb Stahlman 

(8/24), Shawn & Sandy Ehrhardt (8/25), and Martin & Stacie Kautsch 

(8/27). Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, bless all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; 

all those who care for our children; and our police, firefighters, emergency 

personnel and disaster-relief workers. Increase our generous support of those 

in need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind or heart, 

the grieving in their sorrow, and the dying in their last days on earth 

[especially Cindy Eggen, Marguerite Young, LeeRoy Wunderlich, Rev. Lee 
Hagan, and the family of Patty Ott_____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, bring together all who come from east and west and from 

north and south to recline at Your table this day to feast upon the body and 

blood of Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, that the speaking of 

Your Word would strengthen and sustain them in the one true faith. Grant 

them Your abundant blessing in the kingdom of God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, we give thanks to You for St. Bartholomew and for Your prophets, 

apostles and faithful people in every age. Have mercy on us and keep us 



steadfast in their fellowship to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Lord God, You have drawn to Yourself believers from all nations and 

sanctified them in Holy Baptism as priests and Levites in Your Church. 

Fortify their faith and embolden their witness, that many may be gathered 

into the new heavens and new earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the 

name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the 

Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 

people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 

Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected 

Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists 

proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with 



patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant 

Bartholomew, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 
1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

    For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 

    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 



 

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 

    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 

4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden 

    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

 

5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 

    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; 

In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 

 

760 What God Ordains Is Always Good 
1 What God ordains is always good: 

    His will is just and holy. 

As He directs my life for me, 

    I follow meek and lowly. 



        My God indeed 

        In ev’ry need 

Knows well how He will shield me; 

To Him, then, I will yield me. 

 

2 What God ordains is always good: 

    He never will deceive me; 

He leads me in His righteous way, 

    And never will He leave me. 

        I take content 

        What He has sent; 

His hand that sends me sadness 

Will turn my tears to gladness. 

 

3 What God ordains is always good: 

    His loving thought attends me; 

No poison can be in the cup 

    That my physician sends me. 

        My God is true; 

        Each morning new 

I trust His grace unending, 

My life to Him commending. 

 

4 What God ordains is always good: 

    He is my friend and Father; 

He suffers naught to do me harm 

    Though many storms may gather. 

        Now I may know 

        Both joy and woe; 

Someday I shall see clearly 

That He has loved me dearly. 

 

5 What God ordains is always good: 

    Though I the cup am drinking 

Which savors now of bitterness, 

    I take it without shrinking. 

        For after grief 

        God gives relief, 

My heart with comfort filling 

And all my sorrow stilling. 

 

6 What God ordains is always good: 

    This truth remains unshaken. 

Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 



    I shall not be forsaken. 

        I fear no harm, 

        For with His arm 

He shall embrace and shield me; 

So to my God I yield me. 
Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649–1708; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has 

been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared 

in the sight of ev’ry people: 

A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people 

Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

810 O God of God, O Light of Light 
1 O God of God, O Light of Light, 



    O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 

To you in heaven’s glory bright 

    The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, 

    The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

Be all the glory He has won, 

    All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

    And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

Slowly in type, from age to age 

    The nations saw their coming Lord; 

Till through the deep Judean night 

    Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

Sung once by firstborn sons of light, 

    It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, 

    That death so steeped in hate and scorn— 

These all are past, and now above 

    He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! 

    So sang that host beyond our ken. 

Lift up your heads, your King awaits. 

    We lift them up. Amen, amen. 

 

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, 

    And shout His name, His mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, 

    And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 

    Forever let the song ascend! 

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

    All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 
Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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