
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Lohman (Stringtown), Missouri 

Phone (573) 782-3191    Cell: (573) 818-2112 

Brian Whittle, Pastor 

Email:  stjohnstringtown@gmail.com 

Website: www.stjohnstringtown.org  

Facebook: fb.me/stjohnstringtown/ 

 

December 14, 2025       ✞   Third Sunday in Advent 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are blue as we continue in the season of 

Advent. During this season, we look back to Jesus’ first advent, we 

peer forward to His final advent, and we see how He comes to us 

today. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

Sunday, December 7, 2025: 

Attendance: 79 (5 livestream) 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 16 / 15 / 5 

Offerings: $2661 / $167 / $170 (electronic) 

Wed, Dec 10 – Attendance 17/2; Offerings $555 

 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER – What happened at Calvary last week, you ask?    

• Wednesday Chapel was led by Mr. Ziegelbein. Following chapel, 

students and staff joined for a devotion, food, and fellowship in 
family groups. 

• Calvary’s band, choir, and art Lions shared their gifts and talents in 

Friday’s concert.  
 

LION BASKETBALL – Cheer on your Lions at tomorrow’s away game! 
Dec. 15 JV Boys/V Girls/V Boys AWAY  at Stoutland, 5PM 

Upcoming Home Games: Dec 29, Jan 2 and Jan 3 

Visit  calvarylhs.org/calendar/ to view the full calendar! 

EXPERIENCE CALVARY FIRST HAND – 8th grade students are welcome 

to schedule shadow days at Calvary with interest in applying for the 2026-27 
school year! If you know an 8th grader who would benefit from a Christian 

high school education, please invite them to visit the school with you. 

Parents, call us today to set up a shadow day for your child to experience 

Calvary. 

$50 EARLY REGISTRATION BONUS – Registration is OPEN for the 2026-
2027 school year! Incoming 8th graders and current 9th, 10th, and 11th grade 

students can already register for next year! When you apply or re-register 
for next school year with your $100 registration fee before January 5, 2026, 

you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s 2026-27 tuition. 
REGISTER TODAY!   

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING COUNTDOWN AT “THE GIFT” – Only 4 

shopping days (Thur-Sat) at Calvary’s Gift remain before Christmas! The 
volunteers will be taking a break for the holidays, so the store will be closed 

December 24 – January 3. Donate your gently-used items. Shop for 
decorations, gifts, and more! You are also invited to volunteer at the store. 

This could mean sorting items, handling donations, and ringing up sales. 
Come see where you can help out in the New Year. Call Pat at (573) 338-

2442 or stop in for questions. 

 

CHECK OUT THE CALVARY WISH LIST! – A practical and simple way you 

can make an impact on our school is by donating items on our “WISH LIST!” 

Check it out at calvarylhs.org/support 

 

SAVE THE DATE –  

Dec. 22-Jan. 2 Calvary Christmas Break (No office hours.) 

Jan. 9-10 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament 

Jan. 15-17 Calvary Archery Tournament 
Feb. 6-7  Calvary Boys Basketball Tournament 



Happening at St. John’s: 

 

Calvary’s Gift needs help! The store continues to grow, supporting 

Calvary, but needs more workers to meet the demands. There are various 

opportunities in the front and back of the store, and at various times. 

Even a couple of hours given regularly would make a huge difference! 

Text 573-338-2442 to schedule an interview appointment. 

 

Wreaths for Heroes: Members of St. John’s set out wreaths on 

veterans’ graves in our cemetery to honor them and remember their 

service. This carried on a tradition begun locally by Pete and Lorraine 

Adkins in 2010. 

 

“And every life matters to God. It is impossible to live—even for a few 

moments on this earth—and not influence somebody in one way or 

another. We are all always influencing somebody—either for good or for 

bad. Life matters. Your life matters. Lives of kings and lives of 

shepherds all matter. We all matter and are important to God.” Dennis D. 

Nelson, Lutheran CORE – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org 

 

This week: 

 

Sunday, 12/14 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service 

   Fellowship 

   Children’s Christmas Program Practice 

 

Tues, 12/16 7pm Lutheran Basics 

 

Sunday, 12/21 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

   Children’s Christmas Program Practice 



The Gospel 
 

The Gospel is, simply put, the heart of the Christian Faith. Without the 

Gospel, there is no salvation. 

The term “Gospel” is sometimes used in two different, though closely 

related ways. The word is the English translation of the Greek Word 

which means literally “good news.” 

Mark began his account of Jesus’ life and ministry: “The beginning of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Here, “Gospel” refers to 

everything that Jesus was, said, and did. It is “good news” in its entirety! 

Often, the word “Gospel” is a used in a more narrow sense to describe 

the specific gifts and actions of God given for the sake of sinners who 

have been “ruined by the Fall.” In this way, Gospel is contrasted with 

Law. Luther had recognized that all of Scripture can (and should) be 

rightly divided into Law and Gospel. And Gospel is those things which 

God did (and still does) to save sinners. 

Often, other ideas begin to push out the message of the Gospel. Around 

Christmas in particular, many in the world (and in the church) promote 

peace and harmony. Sometimes these are at the expense of ignoring 

sin. 

The Gospel is not about ignoring sin, but assuring that because Jesus 

died to pay the price for sin, God will not hold our sins against us. So, 

too, we should not gloss over the sins of others. Instead, we should 

choose to forgive them, pledging to not hold their sins against them in 

the future. Forgiveness does not mean forgetting the sin, but it involves 

restoring the relationship which was broken by it. So, too, God does not 

forget our sins, but He remembers that in Christ all of our sins are 

forgiven. And He does not curse us to hell, as our sins deserve. 

The peace which the angel announced to the shepherds that first 

Christmas is not the lack of suffering; it is peace knowing that my sins 

are forgiven in Christ, and though I do not deserve it, I will spend 

eternity with Him. That is good news. That is Gospel. 



Confession and Absolution 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To_enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

I will hope con- | tinually* 

 and will praise you yet | more and more. 

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all 

the day,* 

 for their number is past my | knowledge. 

With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD| I will come;* 

 I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone. 

O God, from my youth you have | taught me,* 

 and I still proclaim your | wondrous deeds. 

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not for- | sake me,* 

 until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all | 
those to come. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

 

Kyrie 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 



 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how 

the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, 

until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. 

Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; 

behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You 

have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 

the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 



C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word 

by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 

poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is 

not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now 

the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 

force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if 

you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 



Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 

Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 

 

Lord, You are the source of all joy. Even the wilderness and the dry 

land shall be glad at Your appearance. Sustain us in the time of 

waiting for Your will and purpose to unfold in these latter days. 

Give us patience under trials and hope that endures the changes and 

chances of this mortal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P O God, You have sent messengers to prepare the way of Your Son’s 

coming. Grant us ears to hear and hearts to believe the words 

delivered by pastors and all who bear Your Word. Give wisdom and 

boldness to proclaim Your words of life to Pastor Steve Resner, 

missionaries Ted Krey, Christian Mazariegos Munoz, and Jerry 

Lawson, and military chaplains Eric Bear and Gregory Lutz. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Gracious Lord, You have instituted the home to be a refuge for 

husbands and wives and a place of growth and safety for children. 

Look with favor upon the homes of our land, and grant that the faith 

might be delivered from one generation to the next. Protect and 

guide especially Lindsey Stinson (12/15), Palmer Kautsch (12/15), 

Carolyn Walker (12/19), and Andrew & Sara Kautsch (12/17) as 

they celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Almighty God, give guidance to those entrusted with positions of 

leadership in government. Protect service men and women who 

defend us against the enemies of our nation, and those who enact 

and enforce laws that protect us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P O Lord, our God, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind 

eyes would see, deaf ears would hear, lame legs would leap and 

mute tongues would sing. Until the final day of restoration, draw 



near to all who have requested our prayers, [especially Cindy 
Eggen, Marguerite Young, LeeRoy Wunderlich, and Beth 

Depke_____________,] and give them healing according to Your 

gracious will. Bind up those who grieve, that they may look for the 

resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Merciful Lord, You give strength to those who are anxious. Give us 

hearts that trust in You at all times. Grant us courage to confront our 

doubts and fears with Your Word, and give us strength to fulfill our 

vocations of worship, witness, prayer and works of mercy. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P With great jubilation, O Lord, we rejoice at Your Son’s gracious 

visitation in His body and blood in the fellowship of this altar. Grant 

us faith to receive Him worthily as He comes in this foretaste of the 

Lamb’s marriage feast. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every 

circumstance of life, teach us the joy that comes from knowing 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His 

gracious visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 



Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 



this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

    Alleluia! 

 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

    Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. 

    Alleluia! 



 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 

    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 

    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 

    Tell her that her sins I cover 

    And her warfare now is over.” 

 

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger 

    He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many_a day, 

Now her griefs have passed away; 

    God will change her pining sadness 

    Into ever-springing gladness. 



 

3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 

    In the desert far and near, 

Calling sinners to repentance, 

    Since the Kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way; 

    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 

    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 

    As befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 

    And all flesh shall see the token 

    That His Word is never broken. 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

331 The Advent of Our King 
1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 



    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according 

to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 

prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 



as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

    Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

    His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

    To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression 

    And rule in equity. 

 

2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 



To help the poor and needy 

    And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

    Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

    Were precious in His sight. 

 

3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 

    Spring in His path to birth. 

Before Him on the mountains 

    Shall peace, the herald, go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

    From hill to valley flow. 

 

4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 

    His praise all people sing. 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

    And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

    A kingdom without end. 

 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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