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December 21, 2025 ¥  Fourth Sunday in Advent

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran
High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228.

Today the paraments are blue as we continue in the season of
Advent. During this season, we look back to Jesus’ first advent, we
peer forward to His final advent, and we see how He comes to us
today.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today. If you have been
instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that
with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood
for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS
fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder
prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time
at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see
the pastor prior to the service).

Sunday, December 14, 2025:
Attendance: 61 (5 livestream)
Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF: 13/ 14/ 4
Offerings: $1959 / $85 / $340 (electronic)



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information

CALVARY INSIDER — What happened at Calvary last week, you ask?

e Calvary Students celebrated the season with a Christmas
sweater day on Tuesday and blankets in class on Wednesday.

e Wednesday Chapel was led by Mr. Ahlers, including a hymn sing
along!

e Students took their final exams on Thursday and Friday, closing
out the first semester of the school year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS! — The Calvary family warmly wishes you a very
blessed Christmas! May your time with loved ones celebrating be filled
with love, joy, peace, and hope!

OFFICE HOURS - To make time for family celebrations, the Calvary
office will be closed beginning Monday, December 22 through January
2. We will return to regular hours January 5, 2026.

$50 EARLY REGISTRATION BONUS — Registration is OPEN for the
2026-2027 school year! Incoming 8th graders and current 9+, 10-, and
11~ grade students can already register for next year! When you apply or
re-register for next school year with your $100 registration fee before
January 5, 2026, you will receive a $50 credit toward your student’s
2026-27 tuition. REGISTER TODAY!

CALVARY'S GIFT: OUT FOR CHRISTMAS! - The volunteers are
taking a break for the holidays. The store is closed Dec. 24 -Jan 6. In the
New Year donate your gently-used items. You are also invited to
volunteer at the store. This could mean sorting items, handling
donations, and ringing up sales. Come see where you can help out in the
New Year!

CHECK OUT THE CALVARY WISH LIST! — A practical and simple way
you can make an impact on our school is by donating items on our
“WISH LIST!” Check it out at calvarylhs.org/wishlist

UPCOMING EVENTS —
Dec. 22-Jan. 2 Calvary Christmas Break (No office hours.)

Dec. 29 JVB/VG/VB vs Veritas Christian, 1PM (home game)
Jan. 2 VG/VB vs Chamois, 6PM (home game)

Jan. 3 VG/VB vs KC Lutheran, 12PM (home game)
Jan. 9-10 Calvary Girls Basketball Tournament

Jan. 15-17 Calvary Archery Tournament



Happening at St. John’s:

Calvary’s Gift needs help! The store continues to grow, supporting
Calvary, but needs more workers to meet the demands. There are various
opportunities in the front and back of the store, and at various times.
Even a couple of hours given regularly would make a huge difference!
Text 573-338-2442 to schedule an interview appointment.

“As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, let us pray for all mothers who
find themselves pregnant and afraid. Abortion is never the answer. We
pray daily that the Lord will strengthen all expectant mothers who find
themselves alone and seemingly without hope and that He will help them
choose life. Every human being’s life is a precious and beautiful
miracle.” Judie Brown, American Life League — A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life  lutheransforlife.org

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON... “From
Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is,”
“Once in Royal David’s City,” “Silent Night, Holy Night,” “Joy to the
World.” Beginning Christmas Eve, you can listen to sacred music for the
Christmas season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa,
Google Home, Apple HomePod, Tuneln and the Lutheran Public Radio
mobile app.

This week:

Sunday, 12/21 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service
Children’s Christmas Program Practice
3pm  Confirmation Class

Wed, 12/24 7pm  Children’s Christmas Program
9pm  Service of Lessons and Carols
Thurs, 12/25 9am  Christmas Divine Service

Sunday, 12/28 9am  Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF
10am Divine Service


https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H-bTpYngoropuEFtfdMwakxodZjd2PsF0r1NXe06zEZ6idgcJk5E6Fhs2zyLRmIcxKgEAIBO7F6EmXY6fEP_EARUP8pjHpKWPtoUkqOu9tt5_h1OQjqFPQ3tsT97TrJotmgOgT--nW5IjQ2kQS9u0oAz6zlBDn-Y&c=pvyHmdY82TLYIBPVSaKQaYPmdi6QnfwsOVuVCbbyyfIIY0xaf9tWNg==&ch=i2URon5lVPcFUMbJqJu4Q-NupHGiGkMhKfQHlRL7CClBvsXYaIyjhg==

The Law Fulfilled

The Gospel is the heart and center of the Christian faith. Because of

Jesus’ death and resurrection, sins are forgiven. Without the Law, or
where someone does not realize he has sinned, forgiveness does not
make sense, and the Gospel is meaningless.

People do not much like to be told that they have done something
wrong. We often make excuses or pass the blame. There are times that
things are clearly wrong, whether we admit it or not. This is because
there is a clear standard against which to measure.

God designed the world in a certain way. The Law reflects His
expectations for us, according to His design. When we keep the Law, we
are doing what is inherently best for us. When we break the Law, we are
hurting ourselves or others. God’s demands are not arbitrary. In many
ways, He gives us freedom to do what we want according to what
pleases us. But, especially when it affects other people, He has laid out
what is right, as well as what is wrong.

When we do something wrong, we often want people to look the other
way or just forget about it. For some small sins, maybe that is okay. But
sin damages relationships. Looking the other way does not fix the
relationship. Only forgiveness will do that, because when you forgive a
sin, you make a conscious promise not to hold that sin against the
person. It is not easy, because we often like to hold grudges.

If forgiving another person’s sins is difficult, imagine how God feels
about your sins against Him! The Law sets forth how you should live
under God’s authority, for your own good. Yet you often trust in your
own ideas and follow your own paths instead of living under God'’s
authority. That has destroyed your relationship with God.

Jesus came to pay the price for your sins. He kept the Law in your place,
being perfectly obedient to the Father, obedient even to death. For His
sake, the Father forgives your sins. Your perfect relationship with God is
restored, as you are forgiven. That is the blessing of the Gospel.



Confession and Absolution

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,

Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -}« Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64.:1

Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,*
that the mountains might quake at your | presence.
I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,*
and in his | word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the | morning,*
more than watchmen for the | morning.
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,*
and with him is plentiful re- | demption.
And he will redeem | Israel*
from all his in- | iquities.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,*
that the mountains might quake at your | presence.

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day



(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P} Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

10A gain the LORD spoke to Ahaz, !'““Ask a sign of the LORD your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 'But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” *And he said, “Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
ISHe shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good. 'SFor before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
7The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your
father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim
departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name
among all the nations, ®including you who are called to belong to Jesus
Christ,

"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ’And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David,
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 2?All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2but knew her
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven



Sit

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

1

ref

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,

Free them from Satan’s tyranny

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,



And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&ln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain
Sermon
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit

within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with
Thy free spirit. Amen.

Presentation of Offering

Prayer of the Church

P)

@

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that they may faithfully preach and teach the Gospel;
for the hearts of young men to be opened to hear and heed the
Lord’s call to His ministry; and for all church workers in their
various vocations, that they may serve us well in God’s name,
especially Pastor Michael Diener, missionaries Jason Groth and
Ronald Rall, and military chaplains Mario Ancira, Sol Grosskopf,
and Patrick Poock, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born Son of God in the
signs where He is promised to be found: His Holy Word and
Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For everyone in our community of faith, that we would trust in the
Lord for His good blessings, especially for those who celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries this week, including Kenny Walker
(12/24) and Mike & Sheila Hagen (12/27), let us pray to the Lord:



Lord, have mercy.

For fathers, that like Joseph, they may be honorable and just men;
that God would give them wisdom, patience, pride of duty and,
above all, faith and loyalty to His Word; and that, knowing the
heavenly Father’s true Guardianship, they may head their
households with godly forbearance, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord would bear patiently with
this land despite its tiresome flattery and unbelief; that God would
clear away all empty shows of piety; and that He would renew
genuine faith in the Virgin’s Son, that His return may not be a sign
against us, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For healing for the sick, relief to the suffering, peace to the dying
and comfort to those who mourn, [especially Cindy Eggen,
Marguerite Young, LeeRoy Wunderlich, Beth Depke, and Dennis
Scheperle and those we name in our hearts,] that
they would be sustained in all adversity and given patience and
courage as they await the unfolding of the Lord’s healing grace, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who eat today this feast of joy, that in the Savior’s body and
blood we may be granted a blessed foretaste of the feast to come for
the strengthening of our faith and the growth of our love, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Dayspring from on high and the
splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by His
blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten the
hearts of those who sit in the darkness of unbelief with the light of
saving faith, and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of death
with the certain hope of the resurrection through Him. Grant that, as
we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always
confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last
Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
Distribution
618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
1  Icome, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!



2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;

So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4  Weary am | and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed,;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
1 Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Name all other names above,
Unto which must ev’ry knee
Bow in deep humility.

2 Jesus! Name decreed of old,
To the maiden mother told,
Kneeling in her lowly cell,
By the angel Gabriel.

3 Jesus! Name of priceless worth
To the fallen of the earth
For the promise that it gave,
“Jesus shall His people save.”

4 Jesus! Name of mercy mild,
Given to the holy Child
When the cup of human woe
First He tasted here below.

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’'n



Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6  Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.
Text: Public domain

512 At the Name of Jesus
1 At the name of Jesus

Ev’ry knee shall bow,

Ev’ry tongue confess Him
King of glory now.

"Tis the Father’s pleasure
We should call Him Lord,

Who from the beginning
Was the mighty Word.

2 At His voice creation
Sprang at once to sight,
All the angel faces,
All the hosts of light,
Thrones and bright dominions,
Stars upon their way,
All the heav’nly orders
In their great array.

3 Humbled for a season,
To receive a name
From the lips of sinners
Unto whom He came,
Faithfully He bore it
Spotless to the last,
Brought it back victorious
When from death He passed;

4  Bore it up triumphant
With its human light,
Through all ranks of creatures
To the central height,
To the throne of Godhead,
To the Father’s breast,



Filled it with the glory
Of that perfect rest.

5 Inyour hearts enthrone Him;

There let Him subdue

All that is not holy,
All that is not true:

Crown Him as your captain
In temptation’s hour;

Let His will enfold you
In its light and pow’r.

6  Christians, this Lord Jesus

Shall return again

In His Father’s glory,
With His angel train;

For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow,

And our hearts confess Him
King of glory now.

/A7  Glory then to Jesus,
Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father;
In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together

Him who reigns above.
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-77, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal LSB 199
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast



prepared before the face of all people,

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.



2 For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Text: Public domain
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