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September 13, 2026       ✞   The 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a supporting congregation Calvary Lutheran 

High School, Jefferson City, 638-0228. 

 

Today the paraments are green, following Pentecost. During this 

part of the church year, we focus on Jesus’ teaching more than the 

events of His life, as we learn to grow in the faith given to us. 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated today.  If you have been 

instructed and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and believe that 

with the bread and wine Christ gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of your sins and belong to the LCMS 

fellowship, you are invited to join in this blessed Sacrament.  

Gluten-free wafers are available; speak with Pastor or an elder 

prior to worship. (If you are desiring to commune for the first time 

at St. John’s as a Lutheran or you are a non-Lutheran, please see 

the pastor prior to the service). 

Sunday, August 30, 2026: 

Attendance: 93 (5 livestream) 

Sunday School 15; Adult Bible Class 13; LYF 4 

Offerings:  $3236; Loose  $271.50; Electronic $185 

 

 

 

 



Calvary Lutheran High School News and Information 

CALVARY INSIDER – How did the school year start out?   

• Staff and students enjoyed a three day weekend for Labor Day. 

• Pastor Alter led Wednesday chapel with a message from Matthew 5:13-
16. 

• On Saturday morning, Cross Country competed in the Father Tolton 
Invitational. 

 

CALVARY ATHLETICS HOME CONTESTS! Show up! Be Loud! #FeeltheRoar 

• Baseball 

• Sept. 14 vs Jamestown, 5PM 

• Sept 18 vs Iberia, 5PM 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NIGHT at CALVARY - Middle school students (grades 5-8) 
are invited to attend the Calvary *Soccer game Sept 29 at 5PM AND the Calvary 
Volleyball game Oct 5 at 5PM. ALL 5th-8th graders wearing a Calvary shirt 
OR a shirt representing their current school will receive free admission. 
Come out, rep your school and cheer for the Lions! *2026 CLHS Soccer Games 
are held at the Art Firley Soccer Complex on Hwy 179 due to construction. 
 

COME HUNGRY & CHEER LOUD! Join us at the Calvary Volleyball Tournament 
(9/19) for great games and good food that benefits the Calvary Boosters 
Association! 

Pancake Breakfast | Served 8AM–11AM 

Start your tournament day with a delicious pancake breakfast—because 
everybody knows you’ll cheer louder with pancakes in your belly! Plates 
cost $8 - Adults; $5 - Ages 6-12, Seniors & Military; FREE - Age 5 & 
Under 
Pulled Pork Lunch | Served 11AM–3PM 

Stick around for lunch and grab a pulled pork sandwich OR pulled pork 
nachos while you enjoy the games! Lunch plates are $6 each. 

 

FALL MUM CERTIFICATES ARE HERE! – Certificates for mums can be 
purchased at the school office (573-638- 0228), or from a Calvary student. 
Certificates can be redeemed at Trinklein’s Greenhouse now through September 
26. The cost is $12 each for a 9” Mum pot. Trinklein’s is open Mon - Sat, 10 am - 
4 pm, and they are located at 7518 Tanner Bridge Road, Jefferson City, MO. 
Funds raised will be used by Calvary students for their senior class gift toward 
school improvement. 
 

Save the Date-  
Oct 3  Calvary Cross Country Invitational; Greenway Park, Holts 
Summit 
Oct 3  Calvary Soccer Showcase (Art Firley Soccer Complex, Hwy 179) 

Oct 6   Survive & Thrive (8th Grade Visit Day) 

Oct 13  FFA Chili Supper & Labor Auction 

Oct 16-17 Fall Drama 



Happening at St. John’s: 
 

Teaching the Faith begins at home. Today, Pastor Whittle will be 

meeting with the parents of children (newborn & one-year-olds) to 

discuss faith formation in the home. More such discussions are being 

scheduled for other families with children. 

 

This week, we will start a new midweek Bible Study, based on the 

book “Unforgivable?” Copies of the book are available on the table in 

the narthex. We will start with the Introduction and Chapter 1 this week. 

All are welcome! 

 

“Again, our worth is never determined by what we do. God has given 

us value by creating, redeeming, and calling us as His own. Still, we can 

be comforted knowing that even as we age and reach the point where we 

can no longer be active, God not only watches over us and cares for us, 

He accomplishes great and wonderful things through us. May the Lord of 

life grant us the faith and the strength to bear the crosses of aging in such 

a way that others are led to see the love of Christ manifest in us!” Rev. 

Dr. Aric Fenske, Executive Director of Lutherans For Life – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

YOUR LIFELINE TO THE LUTHERAN WORLDVIEW… Issues, 

Etc. is a podcast and radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio 

in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  Recent 

subjects include: Social Emotional Learning, The False Masculinity of 

the Tate Brothers, Gloria Steinem’s Legacy, The Gay Rights 

Movement’s Anthropological Problem and more.  You can listen at your 

convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app or a podcast provider. 

 

This week: 

Sunday, 9/13 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service 

   Fellowship 

   Faith at Home Milestones, newborns & 1 yr olds 

  3pm Installation of Pastor Dille at Christ the King 

 

Wed, 9/16 7pm Midweek Bible Study: “Unforgivable?” 

Sat, 9/19  Pancakes and Pulled Pork at Calvary 

 

Sunday, 9/20 9am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class / LYF 

  10am Divine Service  

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cwTwMNUeOVy6dsXdzo8Qk9I5nFgbJh8CLiAmr8NJDPflitRErOKrag6sYJY9_rdCHNheMs30RJFVSlXsV50nbHJQ968cpO5kSoK1dGXCrXzYSyuV35VWH8DYByWubY7RJi0xPMrO11tZnl_AiRw88q4oVIttkRWA&c=sOdrbQNOzYZjNFNt2El_f7NEhIyyp2T3bEtI7ElKVgSrhwcwdR0AyQ==&ch=_oAi2UstxPYyENkk7_PN1Jf13Ps7LjRrUX9vVvRDWh-jW7feqwSK6g==


God’s Word in You 
 

In Colossians 3:16, Paul exhorts his readers to “Let the Word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

How does the Word of Christ dwell in you? You read and hear it on 

Sunday mornings, but what about the other six days of the week? 

Luther encouraged a plan of devotion in the morning and evening, as 

well as at meals. There are many “plans” for reading the Bible on a 

consistent basis; you can even simply read a chapter or two a day. 

If listening is easier, you can find the podcast by Pastor Will Weedon, 

“The Word of the Lord Endures Forever” on all the major platforms. He 

has a 15-minute study five days of the week. He goes through one book 

of the Bible at a time (and you can access all of his previous episodes 

through various books, amassing over several years!). 

It is also a blessing not only to read, but to memorize Scripture. 

Memorizing requires a certain amount of concentration and focus on 

God’s Word, which is not time wasted. The more Scripture you know 

well and are very familiar with, the easier it is to understand and apply 

the rest! 

Another great way of meditating on God’s Word is through the singing 

of hymns. It does not even matter how good a singer you are! Having 

words set to music makes them easier to remember. Did you know that 

you can purchase a hymnal to keep at home? You can also create an 

account on app.lutheranservicebuilder.com. There, you can look up any 

hymn in the hymnal, and even have the computer play the melody! 

If you do not regularly spend time in God’s Word, why not? What can 

Pastor Whittle or the church do to help you as you “let the Word of 

Christ dwell in you richly”? 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
1 Holy Spirit, light divine, 

Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, 

Turn the darkness into day. 

 

2 Let me see my Savior’s face, 

Let me all His beauties trace; 

Show those glorious truths to me 

Which are only known to Thee. 

 

3 Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, 

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 

In Thy mercy pity me, 

From sin’s bondage set me free. 

 

4 Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Yield a sacred, settled peace, 

Let it grow and still increase. 

 

5 Holy Spirit, all divine, 

Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne, 

Reign supreme, and reign alone. 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 

 I have fled to you for | refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!* 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your | servant,* 

 for no one living is righteous be- | fore you. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 

 I have fled to you for | refuge! 

 



Kyrie 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 

mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, 

and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 

did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 

gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ 

And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also 

came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 



bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 

over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak 

person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one 

who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on 

the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 

And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 

The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 

God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 

himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of 

the dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 



 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said 

to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since 

he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 

children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant 

fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him 

in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw 

what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 
1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Oh, may all this saying ponder 

Who in sin’s delusions live 

    And from God and heaven wander! 

Here is hope for all who grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, 

    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 

Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 

    Here our ills have perfect healing. 

Firmly in these words believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 

    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 

Weary souls that lost their way 

    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 

In His arms that they may live: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 

    With a penitent confession. 

Savior, mercy show to me; 

    Grant for all my sins remission. 

Let these words my soul relieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 



 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 

Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 

Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Presentation of Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For hearts softened by the forgiveness of God, that we may gladly 

serve and forgive one another, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For our Synod and all who lead it, including Matthew, our Synod 

president, and our Synod’s Board of Directors, Lee, our District 

President, and all our pastors, missionaries, and chaplains, including 

Pastor Pete Lange, Arturo Cepeda, Yoxandris Marcano de Maita, 

Benjamin Schroeder, Graham Glover, and Brad Boyer, that they and 

we may be united in witnessing to the love of God in Christ Jesus, 



let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the enemies of the Church, that they may be led to true 

repentance, confess Christ as the only way of salvation, and finally 

have a share in the eternal life He has prepared for all who trust in 

Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For likeness to our brother Christ Jesus, the greater Joseph, who 

extended pardon to His murderous brothers, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, parents and children, 

that our homes may give witness to the glory of God’s gracious 

ways, especially for H.F. Seidel (9/13), Jerry Schulte (9/17), Palmer 

Ott (9/19), and Jerry & Janene Schulte (9/14), as they celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P That God would raise up new Josephs among us, clothed with His 

wisdom and might, to forgive their enemies, convert the wicked and 

preserve order in a fallen world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For those who suffer in this life, [including Cindy Eggen, 

Marguerite Young, and Addy Beinlich_____________,] that they 

would find comfort in Christ who is Lord of goods and ills alike, 

even of life and death, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of reconciliation, that we may stand before God 

forgiven and united in faith, doctrine and life; and for the faithful 

reception of Christ’s Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Merciful Master, You are always ready to forgive, though we 

deserve only punishment. Press the proclamation of this eager love 
deeply into our hearts, that we, too, may sincerely forgive and 

gladly do good to those who sin against us; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 

created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 

Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to 

put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a 

holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

628 Your Table I Approach 
1 Your table I approach; 

    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart 

    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 

2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find 

    Forgiveness at Your hands. 



 

3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, 

    In blest reality. 

 

4 Search not how this takes place, 

    This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more 

    Than what we think could be. 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 

 

3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 

 



4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 
1 All Christians who have been baptized, 

    Who know the God of heaven, 

And in whose daily life is prized 

    The name of Christ once given: 

Consider now what God has done, 

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone 

    Baptized into Christ Jesus! 

 

2 You were before your day of birth, 

    Indeed, from your conception, 

Condemned and lost with all the earth, 

    None good, without exception. 

For like your parents’ flesh and blood, 

Turned inward from the highest good, 

    You constantly denied Him. 

 

3 But all of that was washed away— 

    Immersed and drowned forever. 

The water of your Baptism day 

    Restored again whatever 

Old Adam and his sin destroyed 

And all our sinful selves employed 

    According to our nature. 
 

4 In Baptism we now put on Christ— 

    Our shame is fully covered 

With all that He once sacrificed 

    And freely for us suffered. 



For here the flood of His own blood 

Now makes us holy, right, and good 

    Before our heav’nly Father. 

 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003409 

 

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 

From worldly passions set me free 

    And make me pure within. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be 

    And taste Your promised rest. 

 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery, 

    O be my health and life! 

 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 

    Point out Your chosen way. 

 

5 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    That, when this life is past, 



I may the_eternal brightness see 

    And share Your joy at last. 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according 

to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 

prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

818 In Thee Is Gladness 
1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given 

    The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, 

    Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely 

    Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 

    Our hearts are pining 

    To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living 

    To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 

2 Since He is ours, 

    We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses 

    In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story 

    Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; 

    All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, 

    Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him 

    And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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